
Added value 

Study to measure how faith 
groups make a difference 


By Jo Duckies 


THE role volunteers from 
churches and other faith com- 
munities in Oxfordshire play in 
improving the lives of people in 
their neighbourhoods is to come 
under the spotlight in a ground- 
breaking £70,000 study. 

Across the county there are 
hundreds of faith-based initia- 
tives that rely on volunteers from 
these worshipping communities. 
Synagogues, mosques, temples, 
gurdwaras and churches are in- 
volved in running activities as di- 
verse as youth groups, projects 
to support the homeless and dis- 
advantaged, and day care for the 
elderly and housebound, as well 


as one-off projects involved with 
refugees, the environment and 
social justice. Individuals are 
often inspired by their faith to 
get involved in town and parish 
councils, trade unions and other 
organisations that aim to make a 
difference. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester, chair of 
the steering group, said the 
project will help raise the profile 
of the Church. He said: ‘It won’t 
just focus on the Church but on 
what individual Christians are 
doing in their communities. If 
there wasn’t a strong Christian 
presence in villages and towns, 
it is thought parish and town 
councils would lose members.’ 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 



PETE Edwards of Christ Church, Abingdon, is pictured on a day 
out with a mountain biking group he set up at his church. Turn to 
pages 10 and 11 to find out more. 


Bell-ringing bishops call for action during Christian Aid Week 


By Jo Duckies 

BISHOPS have rung out the bells 
to ‘appeal’ to parishioners to take 
action during Christian Aid week 
(10 to 16 May). 

Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson, joined mem- 
bers of Turville Church, famous 
as the parish church in the Vicar 
of Dibley, for the symbolic call. 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, rang out the 


bells of St Michael at the North- 
gate, the oldest church in Ox- 
ford, along with Daleep 
Mukaiji, the director of Christ- 
ian Aid. 

Bishop Alan said: ‘We can all 
wish life was fairer - world 
poverty is the scandal that seems 
way beyond anyone’s reach. 
Christian Aid makes it possible 
for ordinary people to make a 
difference to the grim scenes we 
see on TV. ’ 


Bishop John added: ‘I am de- 
lighted to be taking part in the 
pre-Christian Aid week call to 
action. Churches play an integ- 
ral part in the week and this is 
an opportunity to make the 
public aware of the way in which 
they can support people in the 
poorest parts of the world and 
challenge social injustice.’ 

This year the week will focus 
on the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, where Dr Kamathe Sek- 


era and his colleagues are pray- 
ing for an end to the ongoing 
civil war. Dr Kamathe, director 
of Vorsi Congo, (Widows and 
Orphans of AIDS in Congo) , a 
Christian Aid partner, spoke to 
the Door during a trip to the UK. 
He said Vorsi Congo aims to 
train 8,000 religious leaders in 
the next five years in how to 
raise awareness of and help 
those affected by HIV and AIDS. 
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A GLIMPSE of paradise in an organized 
garden of a four cornered poof with 
pathways, flowers, trees and joyful birds. It is 
the style commonly associated with Islamic 
imagery in garden design. 

The origins of this heavenly vision are symbolic and 
really ancient, probably going back through Persia 
and connecting with references in the Book of Genesis. 

Our paradise garden is re-created in a gloriously 
embroidered cushion cover by members of a 
cooperative of Kathiawadi people in Gujarat, western India 
40cm square. Hand embroidered 
1 00% cotton cover on luxury feather pad. 
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T he banyan is a 

magnificent tree. It is the 
national tree of India. 

As it grows and spreads 
outwards to enormous sizes, the 
> p banyan drops from its heights 
extra roots that eventually reach 
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Banyan tree 


cushion 


and enter the earth to become 
stilts - as if additional trunks. 

Banyan branches offer home 
to birds and insects, whilst the 
shade under the tree is a place 
of cool and hospitality for 
people and animals. 

Because we would like you 
to know and love the banyan, 
we offer this beautiful hand 
embroidered cushion cover by 
the Kathiawadi of Gujarat. 

40cm square. 100% cotton. 

Hand embroidered. jj 

Pillowcase-style tuck-in at back, w 
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See these and more choices online 
Or visit our Worldshop in Woodstock 

0 1 608 81 1 8 1 i Delivery in UK SO per order' 
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Hope in young people 

I recently met a young person who 
works as a staff member for Chris- 
tian Aid. After university she did a 
year with VSO, then worked in an 
HIV/AJDS charity, followed by this 
new appointment. 

She was truly excited by it because it 
enabled her to address a wide range of 
social justice issues together with the 
humdinger issue of climate change. 
The light in her eyes was a tonic. 

As long as there are young people 
like this, all is not lost. The other pic- 
ture we get of young people can often 
be depressing. The media tells us of 
mindless violence and the trivial pur- 
suit of selfish ends. The feminist psy- 
chotherapist Susie Orbach wrote 
recently: ‘Nothing would excite a 
young person more than the ability to 
buy, buy, buy, and to be famous. Con- 
tributing to society isn’t what it’s about 
any more. Image is everything.’ Makes 
you want to hunker down and wait for 
the Second Coming. 

There are two stories to tell, but it 
has always been so. Shakespeare wrote 
in The Winter’s Tale. ‘I would that there 
were no age between sixteen and three 
and twenty, or that youth would sleep 
out the rest; for there is nothing in the 
between but getting wenches with 
child, wronging the ancientry, stealing 
and fighting.’ 


‘So let's encourage them , 
applaud them - and pinch 
a bit of their idealism... ’ 


But if there are two stories, I know 
which one I want to build on. There is 
a huge reservoir of idealism and good 
will in so many of our young people 
and we need to align ourselves with 
that, encourage them and thank them 
for caring for this old world that we’re 
passing on to them in such a damaged 
state. 

If it’s true that we are all not so 
much ‘human beings’ as ‘human be- 
comings’ it’s even more true of our 
young people. So let’s encourage 
them, applaud them - and pinch a bit 
of their idealism while we’re at it! 

See pages one and three to find out 
more about Christian Aid’s work in the 
diocese. Turn to page seven to read of 
how an Oxford charity is bringing hope 
to disadvantaged young people. 


LETTERS 


Protests against gravity 

It seems odd for the Church to protest 
against climate change because this is 
rather like protesting against gravity. The 
earth's climate has been changing ever 
since the earth began and will always 
continue to do so. 

Everyone agrees that it is right to con- 
serve scarce resources, and to avoid ac- 
tivities which could push the climate in an 
undesirable direction. 

However there are many factors which 
drive changes, including irregularities in 
the earth's orbit, variations in solar activity, 
volcanic eruptions, the dynamics of the 
oceans, ice and cloud cover, plant and 
animal life in sea and on land, and the 
greenhouse effect. Analysing the effect of 
man-made C02 release on the climate is 
focusing on a small part of the whole pic- 
ture observed over a tiny timescale, and is 
most unlikely to lead to reliable prediction 
of the whole process of climate change. 

We should remember that almost the 
whole of human development has taken 
place in the last inter-glacial warm period, 
which on the timing of previous ice-ages 
is overdue to end. If we are due for an- 
other ice-age a little bit of global warming 
could be beneficial. 

It is wise to take precautions against 
disturbing the natural evolution of the cli- 
mate, but there is no certainty in our pre- 
dictions. We should not allow a 
totalitarian consensus to close down the 
debate. God’s creation may be more 
complex and subtle than we think. 

John Seymour, Maidenhead 

Keep debating Darwin 

How disappointing to read such a one- 
sided article as The Darwin Debate’ (The 
Door February). 

Those who accept Prof Keith Ward’s 
‘theistic evolution’ approach should be 
aware that this is a liberal theological po- 
sition requiring considerable theological 
gymnastics, and a scientific position 
which is inconsistent with many observed 
facts. It is hard to imagine how the Bible 
could have been written to make it more 
clear that Genesis contains a historical 
account of recent six day creation. With 
what authority is this teaching set aside, 
and replaced with an alternative old-earth 
history, death-before-the-fall theology, 
and a gospel with a different foundation? 

As to the science, Prof Ward’s claim 
that the evidence for evolution is ‘over- 
whelming’ must surely refer to Natural 
Selection, not the idea that we all share a 
common ancestor. At the time of Darwin 
the prevailing view was the ‘fixity of the 
species’, namely that God created all the 
species exactly as we see them now. This 
was a false and non-Biblical view. 

Darwin was correct to point out certain 
false beliefs, but he went too far in claim- 
ing that we all share a common ancestor. 
Many of the bold claims of evolutionists 
do not stand up to scrutiny. I commend 
readers to check for themselves how eas- 
ily evolutionary claims are refuted: 
www.creationontheweb.com. 

Duncan Reeve, Penn 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

‘ Philip said to Jesus , ‘ Show us the father 
and we will be satisfied ... Jesus said to him , 
‘Whoever has seen me has seen the Father: 
John 14, 8 and 9. 

/ how us the Father, and we’ll 

^ be satisfied’ — you bet they 

would! It’s been the prayer of 
countless people down the 
centuries, to ‘see God’ and have all our 
doubts and misgivings put to rest. 

Here, a mystified apostle, on the night 
of Christ’s betrayal, having heard won- 
derful claims from his lips that he is the 
way to God, the truth about God and the 
life of God, can finally contain himself no 
longer. Just show us! If you are that close 
to him, ‘show us the Father, and we’ll be 
satisfied’. 

The response of Jesus was a rebuke. 
How could Philip not understand? He’d 
been alongside Jesus for over two years, 
since he was called to follow him in 
Galilee (John 1:43). He’d seen the mira- 
cles, he’d heard the wonderful teaching, 
he’d observed at the closest possible 
quarters the calibre of his life. ‘Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and 
you still do not know me?’ 


‘ The One who made us is a 
God of self-giving love. ’ 


There then followed the most stagger- 
ing claim that could possibly fall from 
human lips: ‘whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father’. In other words, if you 
want to know what God’s like, look at me. 

Philip seems to have been a master of 
the deceptively simple observation. He 
observed at the feeding of the five thou- 
sand that a hundred days' wages would 
be inadequate to provide bread for the 
crowd. 


Here, his almost naive request to ‘see 
the Father’ in fact brought to light a 
claim that has transformed our under- 
standing of divinity. Jesus is God-like, yes; 
but God is Christ-like, too. The One who 
made us is a God of self-giving love, who 
cares for the poor and outcast, who wel- 
comes sinners and eats with them, who 
takes children in his arms and blesses 
them. 

Philip is named as one of those in the 
upper room on the day of Pentecost, but 
that is the last reference to him in the 
Bible. AJ1 the rest is supposition or leg- 
end. We know even less about the James 
who for centuries has shared a feast day 
with him. This is ‘James the Less’, to dis- 
tinguish him from ‘James the Great’, the 
brother of John and son of Zebedee. He 
is ‘the son of Alpheus’, and often identi- 
fied with the James whose mother stood 
by the cross of Jesus. Sometimes it is 
claimed that he was the first bishop of 
Jerusalem, and wrote the Letter ofjames. 
None of these may be correct, or they 
might all be. He is traditionally believed 
to have been martyred in AD62. 

Philip shows us the value of the honest 
question, even when it’s based on misun- 
derstanding. James on the other hand 
may well have given us the most down-to- 
earth, practical and robust book in the 
New Testament, the Letter that bears his 
name. With many echoes of the Sermon 
on the Mount, it challenges any notion 
that genuine faith can be divorced from 
the way a person lives. So this strange 
duo, eternally linked together with a 
shared saints’ day, remind us of two pro- 
found and paradoxical truths: the Christ 
we follow is divine, and his stumbling 
human followers are called to be Christ- 
like. 

The Feast Day of St Philip and St James takes 
place on 1 May. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser 
on Evanglism , former BBC head of religious affairs, 
a broadcaster and author of many books including 
Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 2008), The Bible 
Made Clear and Espresso Prayers ( both Lion 
Hudson 2008). His book , Seasons of the Son 
( Canterbury Press ) includes reflections on the various 
festivals and holy days of the Christian year. 



Comings and Goings 

Revd John Kinchin-Smith will take up an 
additional post as Assistant Area Dean for 
the Deanery of Aston and Cuddesdon; 
Revd John Wynburne will take up post 
as Vicar for Long Crendon with Chearsley 
and Nether Winchendon; Revd Nigel 
Lacey will take up post as Rector of West 
Wycombe with Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage; Revd Derrick Carr will take 
up post as Area Dean for the Deanery of 


Could you serve on 
Synod? 

ELECTIONS will be held this summer for 
diocesan synod, the governing body of the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

The Synod meets three times a year in 
March, June and November in High 
Wycombe. 

Members are asked to consider matters 
sent from the national General Synod and 
from deanery synods; formulate diocesan 
policy on a wide range of issues; advise the 
Bishop as appropriate; and vote on the 
funding of stipends and administration to be 
raised from the parishes. Election is open to 
clergy and lay people, for a three year term. 
For more on what it means to be a synod 
member, see next month’s Door. 


Amersham; Revd Dr David Archer will 
take up post as Rector of St Mary the 
Virgin, Purley; Revd Richard Caddell will 
take up post as Rector of Lamp Benefice; 
Revd Angela Mann will take up post as 
Team Vicar and post of House for Duty in 
the Swan Team Ministry; Revd Edward 
Green will take up post as Team Vicar of 
the Cherwell Valley Benefice; Revd Alex 
Battey is given permission to officiate; 
Revd Canon David Knight is given 
permission to officate. 

Competition winners 

Miss Bridges from Calvert, Bucks; 
Heather Rapley from Witney; and 
Joanne Couper from Milton Keynes, 
were the winners of the competition 
featured in last month’s edition of The 
Door. They have all won a copy of ‘You 
are Mine - Reflections on who we are ' 
by Alison Webster. 


AUDIO VERSION 


Sight impaired people can now 
get a free audio version of 
The Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 

01 884 840285 
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Call for action 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

Dr Kamathe said: ‘If we can do 
that we can reach a third of our 
country in those five years. 
Around 1.5m people have con- 
tracted HIV and only four per 
cent of them have access to treat- 
ment.’ 

The first challenge was to get 
religious leaders working to- 
gether to change attitudes to- 
wards the disease and ultimately 
change legislation to help those 
affected. ‘There might be 600 
people meeting every Sunday in 
church so the leaders have a real 
influence over communities,’ he 
said. ‘The first step is to fight 
against ignorance which is 
caused by people having a lack of 
basic information. We have to 
fight beliefs about AIDS being a 
curse or punishment from God. 
We do that by bringing knowl- 
edge to people. 

‘It’s about fighting the taboo 
and silence and bringing peo- 
ple’s stories to the surface. We 
are helping church leaders to fa- 
cilitate discussions and to pro- 
mote the use of condoms.’ 

Dr Sekera and his Vorsi Congo 
team has united Christians from 
different denominations with 
people from other faiths. He 

Added value 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

Bishop Colin said: ‘It’s en- 
couraging to do a piece of work 
like this, it’s really important. 
There are a number of other 
studies across England and 
Wales that have explored these 
issues and built up a picture of 
the contribution the Church 
and other faiths play. What 
makes this one special is that we 
have strong financial support 
from the County and District 
Councils, together with others, 
in the public sector and a real 
desire right across the county to 
form even deeper partnerships 
for the benefit of all.’ 

The diocese is contributing 
£30,000 towards the work, 
which is being coordinated by 
Oxfordshire Council for Volun- 
tary Action (OCVA) and carried 
out by SURGE, the Applied Re- 
search Centre in Sustainable 
Regeneration at Coventry Uni- 
versity. 

Professor Richard Farnell, of 
SURGE, said: ‘There are two 
main aspects to this project. 
Firsdy a survey will help us map 
out and understand better the 
contribution that churches and 
other faith groups make to im- 
proving their neighbourhoods. 
We will develop a short ques- 
tionnaire and encourage as 
many groups as possible to com- 
plete it.’ 

Prof Farnell is Canon Theolo- 
gian at Coventry Cathedral and 
Professor of Neighbourhood 
Regeneration at the university. 
The research forms part of the 


News 



Pic: KT Bruce 


Right is Bishop Alan with members of Turville Church during the call to action 


said: ‘The first challenge was to 
bring them together around the 
same table, and to find the com- 
mon enemy they all face - HIV 
and poverty.’ 

Vorsi Congo relies heavily on 
donations from UK based Chris- 
tian Aid supporters. Those dona- 
tions have helped with its 


lobbying, which is already mak- 
ing a difference. ‘We had a 
demonstration on the streets to 
tell the Government we wanted 
things to change. Our lobbying 
work has been carried out by 
Christian Aid experts,’ said Dr 
Sekera. ‘The work we are doing 
is in the context of a civil war. 


The war is provoking massive 
poverty and that leads to AIDS. 
We are praying for the end of the 
war because of that link,’ added 
Dr Sekera. 


ONLINE 


To support Christian Aid visit: 

www.christianaid.org.uk 


work programme of the Ox- 
fordshire Voluntary Sector De- 
velopment Partnership 

(OVSDP) which works to sup- 
port and speak up for the volun- 
tary, community and faith 
sectors in the county. 

The questionnaire will be sent 
to leaders of churches and 
other faith communities across 
the county. 

The results of the survey will 
provide the basis for stage two 
of the study which will focus in 
depth on specific issues raised 
by the survey. Prof Farnell said: 
‘For instance, the contribution 
faith groups make to levels of 
volunteering in the local com- 
munity could be an area for fur- 
ther investigation. We might 
focus on provision for young 
people or the impact of the re- 
cession. This may look at people 
who are experiencing increas- 
ing levels of debt or unemploy- 
ment and how faith 
communities are responding. 

‘It’s about working to equip 
faith communities to contribute 
positively to their neighbour- 
hoods and to look at the chal- 
lenges they face.’ 

Bishop Colin added: ‘The 
thing that strikes me about this 
work is that it is able to bring to- 
gether both the survey and an 
in-depth study in a way that says 
this isn’t just about what’s al- 
ready going on. It’s about saying 
“What’s the agenda for the fu- 
ture and what do we need to do 
to push it along?”. 



Art in Heaven 


A CHILDREN’S art exhibition inspired by the Oxford Diocese’s 
Encouraging Evangelism initiative took place at All Souls Church, 
South Ascot, Buckinghamshire. 

The Revd Alison Cooper, Associate Clergy at All Souls came up 
with the idea. She said: ‘The idea was that we should reach out to 
an area in our community we were not in touch with. 

‘We decided to have an arts festival, inviting all our local 
schools as well as Beavers, Cubs and Brownies to join in. We just 
asked them to submit art work and we displayed it around the 
church. There was no covert missions work going on, so it could 
not be misconstrued. 

‘It was nice because we worked together with St Michael’s, Sun- 
ninghill. The two churches have just become a new benefice, and 
this brought members together to discover their gifts.’ 

She said the event took place over the Mothering Sunday week- 
end. ‘People who came didn’t just look at the art work but wan- 
dered around the church,’ she said. 

‘Some said they had never been inside the building before. It 
was a way of inviting local people into the church to enjoy the 
building. 

‘We didn’t charge for entry but did have bowls for donations to 
raise funds for the Prince’s Trust for Children and the Arts, so it 
wasn’t a church charity we were donating to.’ 


IN BRIEF 


Witney award 

A CUTTING Edge ministries 
leader has been awarded a Citi- 
zen of the Year certificate of 
merit from Witney Town Coun- 
cil. 

The accolade has come as 
the Revd Penny Joyce steps 
down from her role as the co- 
ordinator of the Discovery Days 
project on the town’s Madley 
Park estate. 

She said: ‘It’s a fantastic end- 
ing and an encouraging re- 
sponse to the work that has 
been done on the estate. It’s 
not just about me. I am receiv- 
ing this on behalf of all those 
people who have been striving 
to build the Discovery Days 
community. 

‘It’s particularly special for me 
because the presentation takes 
place at a civic reception a few 
weeks before I leave Witney to 
travel around the the world. I’m 
seeing it as a Gap Year at 55. 

‘Sometimes God gives you 
wonderful windows of opportu- 
nity. Now my role building the 
community in Witney has been 
fulfilled I am in a position to be 
able to travel and I trust that 
God will have a job for me 
when I get back.’ 

Penny said she hopes to see 
some of the persecuted Church 
and find out what it means to 
be a Christian in different cul- 
tures. 


They went like hot 
cross buns 

WE are delighted to announce 
the success of the Easter 2009 
Open Door. 

We printed 20,000 copies of 
the second edition of the Door’s 
new sister publication and they 
went like hot cross buns. The 
summer 2009 edition will be pub- 
lished on 22 June and delivered 
with the July/August Door 

To avoid disappointment, 
please order your copies by 1 
June by contacting Debbie Dal- 
limore on 01 865 208225 or visit 
www.oxford.anglican.org/open- 
door. 


New acting chief 
executive for 
World Vision 

JUSTIN Byworth has been ap- 
pointed acting chief executive at 
Milton Keynes based relief and 
development agency World Vi- 
sion. 

Mr Byworth, the charity’s UK di- 
rector of international pro- 
grammes, will take over the reigns 
from Charles Badenoch on 1 May. 
He has worked in development for 
more than 20 years. 

Mr Badenoch, who has headed 
up the World Vision UK office for 
more than five years, will become 
the organisation’s international 
vice president for global advocacy 
and justice for children. 
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Sat majestically on the man made island 
of The Palm, Jumeirah is the truly 
inspirational Atlantis, The Palm resort. 
The island takes you to a different world 
where luxury, pleasure and imagination 
fill the senses; with the ultimate 
destination resort Atlantis acting 
as the focal point. 
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Feature 


Study to serve 

Throughout our formative years in school 
we look at education with all encompassing 
approach. The foundations are being set 
for whatever road we choose to travel later 
in life. As we approach our GCSE’s and 
more importantly our 'A' levels we adopt a 
more focussedproach to the subjects that 
we study. This could be through aptitude 
for the subjects or an early inkling in life on 
how we'd like to spend our future. It’s a 
very similar story with further education 
and whilst most students will have already 
decided on a University or College to 
attend from the autumn semester, some 
will still be looking for a course and others 
will start planning for next year. 


A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken 
in deciding what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make the choice a 
little more obvious. 

There’s also the choice of college. For many 
some time away from home at University 
can be a time of self-discovery and growing, 
although others may well prefer somewhere 
closer to home. This can be due to the 
commitments such as family responsibilities 
or commitments to the local church or other 
organisations. Travelling times are also 
quicker a boon for most students. For all the 
challenge of full time study should prove to 
be rewarding and fulfilling. 

Other ways of learning 

The way in which we view education has 
changed considerably over the years with an 
increasing emphasis being placed on 
‘Lifelong Learning’ for people of all ages and 
abilities. 

Christians can take part in this process 
through courses at universities and colleges 
or through one of the increasing number of 
distance learning courses, which can be 
studied for at home as well as part-time and 
short break courses. 

There are many colleges, which offer the 
subject of Theology through distance 
learning, and is ideal for students with 
commitments, which stop them, being 
involved in full time education. For some, 
Distance Learning offers the opportunity to 
take a specialist subject to a new level. 

Of course, it is not just Theology that will be 
of interest to Christians. There are many 
other subjects and skills that can enable 
them to become more efficiently involved in 
the work of the Church or within society at 
large. These can involve anything from 
secretarial skills to counselling. Developing 
artistic abilities can also be put to good use 
in the service of God. 
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New College 
Choir 

CHORISTER 
OPEN DAY 


WSm' **71 


mm 

» vat 


l#r 






9 W&i * -i - ; •. 

lr*3» mmm. 


for boys aged 3-7 


Saturday 
13 June 2009 
4.00pm 

Scholarships at 
New College School 
(day boys) 

for more details see 

www.newcollegechoir.com 
or phone 279519 


Study on a beautiful 
campus in an ideal South 
West London location 
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Celebration marks 
Land Girls’ war efforts 


By Anne Kelaart and Jo Duckies 

MORE than 400 former Land Girls trav- 
elled to Dorchester Abbey for a celebra- 
tory service to thank them for the work 
they did in the Second World War. 

The women, who are now in their 80s 
and 90s, were welcomed by a full three- 
hour peal of the Abbey’s bells. A quartet 
from the County Music Service played in 
the People’s Chapel and at 2.30pm the 
choir processed in with Rector, Canon 
Sue Booys, the Diocesan Rural Officer, 
Canon Glyn Evans, Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher and the Lord 
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Tim Steven- 
son. 

Angela Huth, author of the novel Land 
Girls , spoke and Bishop Colin gave an in- 
spiring sermon. At one point those who 
were not Land Girls stood up to applaud 
those who were. 

After a roof raising rendering of ‘ We 
plough the fields and scatter ? and the Land 
Girls’ Song a. tea party was laid on for the 
women, as a thank you from Oxford- 
shire’s farming community. Tea, sand- 
wiches and cake fuelled happy 
reminiscing. 

The women told stories of hard work 
in all weathers and conditions and also 

( If Churchill was around , 
soldiers would surround 
the building. ’ 


recalled how it had been the happiest 
time of their lives. One of those women 
was Aileen Taylor, who is now 91 and lives 
in a residential home in Wantage. She 
joined the WLA in 1940 and started her 
service at Little Stoke Manor, Oxford- 
shire. There she looked after shire horses 
and lived in a cottage with five other girls. 
She says: ‘Although some of the farm 
hands had been drafted into the forces, 
there were a good number of us working 
in the fields. We were joined by university 
students after term had ended. It was a 
lovely summer, a very happy time.’ 

In 1941, after a month’s training at 
Shipton-under-Wychwood she began 
working at Ditchley Park, the home of 
Ronald Tree MP. She said: ‘The Churchill 
family would regularly come and spend a 
weekend at the mansion. Mr Tree would 


put on a film and let everyone who 
worked on the estate watch it. It was in 
this great big room which they had done 
up as a cinema. There would be mem- 
bers of the cabinet visiting and I would 
be sat there in my Land Girls’ uniform.’ 

She recalled her daily milk round, 
which would always end at the mansion, 
and how, if Churchill was around, sol- 
diers would surround the building. 

The deliveries took Mrs Taylor and her 
colleague Betty around Charlbury, 
Stonesfield and Fawler, before they 
would return to the dairy to wash and 
sterilise the empties. 

They would snatch a sandwich for 
lunch then bottle up again to deliver 
milk around the estate, to the labourers’ 
cottages and the mansion itself. Finally 
they would go to the estate office, where 
they would read aloud to the staff every 
delivery they had made that day. 

‘Again the empties had to be washed in 
deep soapy tubs at the dairy, before rins- 
ing and sterilizing,’ said Mrs Taylor. ‘Fi- 
nally we would go back to our tiny 
cottage on the estate, which had no elec- 
tricity or indoor sanitation. We worked 13 
days on and then had one day off, all 
through the year.’ 

Her service at Ditchley came to an 
abrupt end after a year when she and 
Betty decided to allow each other a Sat- 
urday off to do their Christmas shopping. 
They had not asked their boss, a Mr 
Roach, about the arrangement, knowing 
it would be vetoed. 

‘Mr Roach disliked having to employ 
women after his milk man had joined the 
RAF,’ she said. ‘On my return I was called 
upon by him and given the sack. Know- 
ing I would be home for Christmas, I was 
not down-hearted.’ Mrs Taylor continued 
to serve as a Land Girl, doing more milk 
rounds in Oxford and working in the 
vegetable garden at Headington High 
School for Girls. 

She resigned from the WLA when her 
father, the Rt Revd John Taylor, became 
Bishop of the Isle of Man in 1943, and in- 
sisted she go with him to look after her 
sick mother. 

But she remembers her Land Girl days 
very fondly. ‘I loved it. The cottage we 
were living in had no heating, the water 
was cold and you had to go down the gar- 
den path to the loo, but when you are 
young you don’t make a fuss. It was the 
first time I had lived away from home.’ 


IN BRIEF 


llllW 

. 


Run Janet run 

THE Revd Janet Binns is gearing up to 
run the London Marathon on April 26 to 
raise funds for St George’s Church, 
Britwell, Slough. 

Janet, of St Paul’s, Slough, said: 
‘Britwell has its story to tell and unfortu- 
nately the church building is no exception. 
After developing what is termed ‘con- 
crete cancer' the old church was demol- 
ished and a project developed to rebuild.’ 
The new £1 .2m building is due to open 
this month. The church is working to raise 
the last £400,000 of the cost. 

To sponsor Janet visit 
www.justgiving.com/janetbinns2. 
>••••••••«•••••••••••••••••••••••••< 

Vocations resources 

NEW Church of England resources are 
available for Vocations Sunday on 3 May. 

The resources aim to help everyone to 
reflect and discern ways in which God is 
calling them to serve in the world and in 
the Church. They can be downloaded at 
www.cofe-ministry.org.uk/vocsun. 

See page six for a spotlight on God in 
the workplace in the Oxford Diocese. See 
page 1 2 for details of Berkshire’s Voca- 
tions Fellowship Meeting on May 6. The 
Oxford based Church Mission Society 
(CMS) is holding a Does Faith Work? 
Conference on May 1 6, focusing on faith 
in the hospital, school, prison and market- 
place. Tickets cost £10 (£8 concessions) 
available from Cathy.ross@cms.org.uk or 
Helen.cameron@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk. 


Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emmett 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 


"All family placement 
agencies should have 
this service. I felt un- 

■ m m ■ Chikfer-M Ttypol«ri 

derstood and empow- 

0800 731 1845 www.partcharitv.org 


Our long-established agency seeks foster homes in 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon for sibling groups, children 
of mixed heritage or those with a disability. 

To explore our innovative dual approval (covering 
either adoption or fostering) underpinned with 
thoughtful preparation and a lifetime’s support, 
please contact Sarah Pepys at info@pactcharity.org 

or call free on 0800 731 1845 


Exquisite, bespoke 
christening gowns & 
special occasion wear for 
babies and small children 
with fully co-ordinating 
accessories available. 
Call Caroline 
01189 394523 
Mobile 07950 927606 


www.angelsawake.co.uk 


THE MOVIE FOR YOU, YOUR MARRIAGE, CHURCH, 
HOUSE GROUP, WOMEN'S MEETINGS, OUTREACH... 

★★★★★★★★★★ 10/10 Cross Rhythms 


When it comes to love stories, Hollywood 
finishes before '1 do." Fireproof brought a new 
kind of love story to cinemas across the USA 
and audiences fell in love with it! Fireproof is 
an action-packed love story about a firefighter, 
his wife and a marriage worth rescuing! 

7 cried throughout. It is wonderful , 
powerful, and probably the best movie 
I've seen. The Gospel is well presented t 
as is what a true conversion is . " 

Kevin a custome; 

“In this day and age where sex and bad 
language is the main focus in all movies t 
it was brilliant to watch a movie with 
some humor, lots of action and definitely 
a message that will make a difference. 
I watched it last night with my wife and 
youngest daughter and already I have 
started to make some adjustments . ' 

Kobus. a customer 
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Song % Giants 


NEVER LEAVE YOUR 
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MOW Of 

Ttttaw 


THIS IS A MOtflE THAT Will IMPACT C0UPIS&/ S '' N/ ^ 
IN A PROFOUND WAY FOR OfCAOFS TO COp .. y 

OfMIIS BlUffY PmiDtNT. FMIIHIK \|N» * 




te movie Fireproof, The Love Dare book is a forty-day 
will lead vour heart back to truly loving your spouse. 

(OR £17.49 LEGACY EDITION). 


BUY ONLINE AT www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct OR PHONE 01782 251000 

MUSIC, BOOKS & DVDS FOR LIFE! 

Also get thousands of CDs at ONLY £9.97 & over 40,000 books & DVDs at great prices! 
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Spotlight on... 



The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back 
at the centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as 
well. 

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
groundbreaking exclusives 
and insight from The Son’s 
brilliant team of columnists. 

The current edition of 
The Son includes stories on 
Lewis Hamilton, Kaka, Yazz 
and many more. 

It’s an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not use The 
Son to reach your 
community? 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 
01752 225623. 

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!’ 
Jeremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 

The Son. 

We love him! 

i mmmmmmmmm 


The workplace 

Working for the Kingdom 

Peter Steddon explains the 1 2 steps he uses to provide practical and 
spiritual support to organisations and workers across Oxfordshire. 


IN the recession people at work are under 
pressure to do more with less. Because 
until recently the ‘solution’ adopted by 
many has been to spend their way out of 
trouble, there are many struggling with 
debt. 

At the same time, some in-house sup- 
port such as occupational health or 
human resources staff, or even social and 
leisure facilities, have been withdrawn. 

The business institutions we used to re- 
spect and trust have begun to let us down. 
We are asking ourselves what is real, and 
what is truly important, in the world in 
which we now find ourselves. These are 
questions people of faith have been think- 
ing about for centuries. So it’s hardly sur- 
prising that demand is growing for the 
pastoral and spiritual care offered by 
workplace chaplains. 

The Oxford Industrial Chaplaincy reg- 
ularly visits 38 places of work in 25 towns 
and villages across Oxfordshire. Each or- 
ganisation has its own distinct culture and 
issues, but the process of engaging as 
chaplain with people is all about building 
relationships. The process can’t be 
rushed, but I have found that the curve 
can be shortened: it’s simply a matter of 
investing more time early on. 


Step one is to be seen on a regular basis. 
The next two steps are to be approachable 
and become known as a person. Early vis- 
its involve a lot of waving, smiling and gen- 
eral chat until people start to ask ‘have 
you got a minute?’, which might turn into 
an hour or more. The fourth step, to be- 
come trusted, is a key one. People need to 
know that we know what we’re doing and 
that we’re a safe person to talk to; that 
things which should stay confidential, will. 
If that happens, it won’t be long before 
someone is asking for a quiet word: that’s 
step five. 

Step six is to respond by providing 
prompt, compassionate and competent 
help, and keep what we have heard to our- 
selves. The seventh step is to reflect on the 
experience of working with individuals 
and their concerns; piece together the 
bigger picture; and recognise and engage 
with structural issues which may underlie 
the personal ones. 

Step eight is then to provide good feed- 
back in a receivable way to those respon- 
sible for addressing such issues, while 
maintaining confidentiality. These two 
steps require an understanding of the cul- 
ture; and good working relationships with 
senior managers, union representatives 



and others. For this, it helps to be along- 
side (‘we’, not ‘you’) and willing to help 
folk learn lessons and build solutions. 


Then the process can start all over 
again, when key staff move on, as they do. 
This is why the ministry of Chaplains (or- 
dained or lay) visiting from outside, works 
best when complemented and supported 
by the vital ministry of Christians in their 
own workplaces: in many ways that is the 
more powerful ministry because such folk 
are present every day, and already known 
and trusted by colleagues. 

Chaplains can affirm and encourage, 
and be a theological resource for Chris- 
tians at work, especially in environments 
where it isn’t easy to discuss questions of 
faith. And we can uphold each other in 
prayer (steps nine and ten). One more 
key thing is to become a bridge-builder, 
someone who has useful knowledge and 
the sense to know when it can be shared 
(and when it can’t). 

We also need to be clear about the King- 
dom values we stand for and to stand for 
them consistently. People can disagree 
with our views but respect our integrity. So 
that’s Step 11. 

The twelfth, and final, step is to offer 
what we have learned about people at 
work to nearby churches. This is another 
aspect of bridge-building and an essential 
component of our apostolic mission. 

Is Chaplaincy about religion? Not usu- 
ally, unless people ask questions. (But it’s 
surprising how often that happens, and 
then we have “permission”.) Is Chaplaincy 
about God? Absolutely; because it’s about 
the uniqueness and value of each person 
and the work they do, and God’s limitless 
and unstoppable love for every last one. 

The Revd Dr Peter Steddon is Director of the 
Oxford Industrial Chaplaincy and Team Mis- 
sioner of the Langtree Team Ministry. 



Is God at work? 


Duncan Howie describes how a new course launched by the 
Church of England in February was a huge success at St John the 
Baptist Church, Bodicote. 


THAT was the big question we explored 
in the course. Many of us attend church 
on Sundays yet find it increasingly difficult 
to see God in our lives during the rest of 
the week. 

We decided a series of co-ordinated 
Lent services and small home groups 
might help us to tackle the topic. We or- 
ganised our ‘God at Work’ Lent course 
loosely around the structure of the book 
of the same title by merchant banker and 
committed Christian Ken Costa. 

We explored ‘Work matters’, ‘Ambition 
and Life choices’, ‘Tough decisions’, 
‘Stress and work-life balance’ and ‘Failure, 
hope and disappointment.’ We used sup- 
port material based on Costa’s book pub- 
lished by Alpha International during our 
home group sessions. We realised it was 
important to ensure that the course was as 


inclusive as possible. We have people in all 
stages of life, in all sorts of occupations in 
addition to retirees, unemployed people 
and older teenagers and students. 

‘ Sure he is, we just have to 
work to see him there. ’ 


During the Lent services our vicar, the 
Revd Ben Phillips, interviewed congrega- 
tion members on ‘God at Work’. This re- 
inforced the fact that there is a vast variety 
of occupations that our church family 
pursue. The course revealed the differing 
thoughts we have on how God guides us at 
work and how the Church could support 
us more in our daily occupations. 


I had never attended a home group be- 
fore, but this did not stop me from run- 
ning a small group. Participants included 
a teaching assistant, an industrial food 
chemist, a school secretary, a retired hos- 
pital biochemist and a curate, and a mo- 
lecular biologist (me). 

I think that the course provided a mi- 
croscopic view of difficult aspects of day to 
day work and how to make sense of these 
situations within a Christian framework. 
The most rewarding part was how it 
brought us together to discuss these topics 
in a Christian context. 

I think it has brought us closer together 
as a church and made it easier to think of 
ourselves as Christians in the often reli- 
gion-hostile workday world. Is God at 
work? Sure He is. We just have to work to 
see him there. 
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Family 



In the first scheme of its kind 
in the UK, an Oxford 
Diocesan charity is preparing 
parents to adopt and foster 
needy children. In an 
exclusive report, Jo Duckies 
finds out how. 

jpp 9 * OTHER-of-four and 
trained nursery nurse 
Tanya always thought she 
%!/ jj would foster or adopt 
V children. But when Tanya 

and her husband Michael, were turned 
down by their social services department 
eight years ago, they put the idea on the 
back burner. 

So the couple were delighted when 
they were approved by Oxford Diocesan 
charity, Parents and Children Together 
(PACT). They were among the first mums 
and dads to take part in the unique PACT 
scheme which allows parents to train for 
fostering and adoption at the same time. 
There are 60,000 children in local author- 
ity care in the UK and of those only 3,000 
find new permanent homes each year. 

Tanya, 41, and Michael, 44, are from 
Maidenhead and are now waiting to be 
matched with the right youngsters while 
making plans to build an extension on 
their home for the ‘new arrivals’. 


Tanya says: ‘When I was growing up I al- 
ways knew I’d work with children. My 
grandmother did fostering for a little 
while when her children when small and I 
always thought I would try it.’ Tanya and 
Michael’s four children are Megan, 12, 


Molly, 15, Joshua, 18 and Michael, 20. 
Tanya is a self-employed nanny and a 
doula. A doula is someone who provides 
support to mothers shortly after their baby 
is born. Michael is a builder. Tanya says: 
‘When we were first turned down by social 


services, we didn’t think of looking at any 
other organisations like PACT. We 
thought you went to your local authority 
and that was that. 

‘We found out about this scheme when 
my sister started working for PACT and 
did a training course on fostering and 
adoption. She had this twinkle in her eye 
as she was telling me about it and I 
thought we should look into it again. 

‘Most of the time children in care will 
have come from difficult backgrounds,’ 
says Tanya. ‘We are doing ongoing work- 
shops through PACT and have a social 
worker who discusses what we need to do. 
The workshops are absolutely brilliant. 
We’ve been trained to see things from a 
child protection point of view and spot- 
ting signs of abuse. 

‘A lady came to speak about how she 
gave her baby up for adoption and now 
has contact with him, although he’s a 
grown man with children of his own. 
There was a foster carer who spoke about 
her experiences. The training was a real 
eye-opener as to how many people a child 
in care has dealings with from social work- 
ers to foster carers to people who find 
families for them.’ 


ONLINE 


To find out more see: 

www.pactcharity.org 


Pentecost for detectives 

WHEN detectives want to know things 
they ask questions and keep asking 
until they find out what they need to 
know. Here Diocesan children’s adviser 
Yvonne Morris gives child friendly an- 
swers to questions about Pentecost, 
the festival often described as the 
Church’s birthday, which takes place on 
31 May. 

What? The celebration of the time 
when the ‘special helper’ Jesus prom- 
ised first came to the disciples. 

When? Pentecost is ten days after As- 
cension Day (when Jesus returned to 
Heaven). Pentecost also corresponds 
with the Jewish festival of Shavuot 
which is 50 days after the Passover. 
Shavuot marks the time that the Jews 
received the Torah (God’s Law) on 
Mount Sinai. 

Why? Jesus had promised a helper and 
told them to wait in Jerusalem - so they 
were waiting. They knew that Jesus had 
given them a job but they didn’t know 
how to do it! 

How? When the Holy Spirit came it 
sounded like a very strong wind and 
looked like flames of fire. The Holy 
Spirit filled the disciples. 

Who? The Holy Spirit is God, the third 
part of the Trinity. The part that gave the 
disciples what they needed to do the 
job Jesus had given them - to share 
the Good News of him with everyone. If 
the story of Easter, Ascension and Pen- 
tecost were a Roller Coaster ride, I 
wonder what it would look like. You 
can send your pictures or questions to 
Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 0NB. 



These young people are not brought up 
with God’s law as a part of their lives. They 
find out about JOY by building a relation- 
ship with our youth workers at their 
school or on the estate where they live. 

They are crying out for God, but be- 
cause they have not been trained in his 
ways, they do not know who he is. In 
Athens in New Testament times Paul 
found the Greeks worshiping an unknown 
god (see Acts 17, 23 to 31). We introduce 
the young people to God, who is un- 
known to them, and then help them get 
to know him. Since coming to JOY and 
building up honest and unconditional re- 
lationships with the OYW team, Sammy is 
looking for God. 


JOY is a relationship-based project 
which is life-changing for many who 
come. Sammy is learning the violin, ex- 
ploring God and fighting back against the 
anger that has dwelt within her for her 
whole life. 

Spend 10 minutes with Sammy, and 
you will hear stories direct from the Val- 
ley of Death, but see in her the beauty of 
God moving through the meekest. 

For more information contact OYW di- 
rector, Adrian Clark on 01865 204747. 


ONLINE 


Visit the website at: 

www.oxfordyouthwc>rks.co.u k 


Love to 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right ... Fathers... bring ( your children) 
up in the training and instruction of the 

Lord. ” Ephesians 6:1 & 4 

"|f umans are quite simple beings. 

— ■ - j We are drawn to things we like 
and which make us feel good, 
writes James Edney as he describes his 
experiences reaching out to some of Ox- 
ford’s most vulnerable teenagers. Young 
people are no different. 

Sammy (not her real name) was walking 
past our office one evening when she 
heard the music from inside during our 
session. So, she knocked on the door and 
came in. Little did I know how hurt she 
was; a broken young woman looking for 
comfort in all the wrong places. When 
you’ve been abused and rejected since 
childhood, everything is dark. Light does 
not even exist. 

Oxford Youth Works (OYW) is an ecu- 
menical Christian charity that works with 
young people from socially and economi- 
cally deprived backgrounds in Oxford. 
One of its founders was Dr Pete Ward, a 
former youth adviser to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

OYW founded the JOY project - a safe 
place for young people to join in a Christ- 
centred community every week. It gives 
them the chance to share food, have fun, 
and talk about their lives. Young people 
who have little or no understanding of 
Christianity are given the opportunity to 
not only question and explore it, but also 
to engage in it. I began this article with 
two verses from Ephesians Six. 


the loveless shown 
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Advertising Feature 

So much to do in the summertime 


To Advertise||all: 
iblill : 22i623l 


With the arrival of summer, almost everyone’s mind 
turns to days out and special events. Churches will be 
planning flower festivals, art exhibitions and other 
events. 


If its your mind that you want to exercise and are 
involved with youth work, New Wine have a series of 
study days at various venues around the country 
coming up shortly. 







Begins with the 
Annunciation and ends 
with the Ascension 

Cast of over 200 


amour & 


Incredble 


& music 


Burford, Oxon OXl8 4JP 
Tel: (01993) 8*3006 

Ml<l-way between Oxford fcf Cheltenham 

www.cotswoldwlldllfepark.co.uk 


K ids Work Trainin^ ^^ 

[fliCQiMfer lesn* 




9 May 2009 

Trinity Church, Cheltenham 

16 May 2009 

St Thomas Crookes, Sheffield 
6 June 2009 
St Barnabas', Finchley 


A celebration and reflection on 
the challenges ahead. 

with 

Canon Anne Dyer (Cranmer Halt) 

Dr Cathy Ross <cms) 

Dr Liz Hoare (Wycliffe Halt) 
Revd Rosie Ward <cpas) 
Canon Marilyn Parry (Oxford Diocese) 


Book online at 
www.wyciiffe.ox.ac.uk 
or phone 01865 274205 
for more information 


Purchase direct from 200 exhibitors 


Book online at: www.new-wine.org 


WORKSHOPS • DEMONSTRATIONS • ENTERTAINMENT 




OPEN AIR 


PLA 


June 


4. 




Tuesday 23rd 

June 2009 10.00am - 
at Wintershall, Bramley, Surrey 

Tickets from: Wintershall Estate Office, Wintershai, Bramley, 
Surrey GU5 OLR 

Tel: 01483 892167 during office hours www.wirttershall-estate.com 


HENLEY ON THAMES 
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mm 
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Fawley Court 

IS- 17 MAY 

1 0am-5pm Fri • 1 0am-6pm Sat & Sun 
Adult: £6 * Senior: £5 • Under 14: £1 
A4I55 Marlow Rd • T: 01622 747325 

www.craftexperience.co.uk 


COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

- and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS In 
160 Acres of Parkland 


• Walk with lemurs 
• Narrow-gauge railway 
• Picnic areas and cafeteria 
• Childrens Farmyard 
• For full information see website 


OPEN EVERY DAY FROM XOAM EXCEPT *fTH DEC 


Wycliffe Hall 


THE BEST OF 


CONTEMPORARY 

dPHifW pi iP*««ps 

SoKAr 1 

DESIGN 

ART 
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Further afield there will be so many places to visit and 
things to do, writes Roy Perring. 

The South of England has more than its share of 
special Christian festivals and bible camps, that start in 
the springtime and last right through to the end of 
August. There are many other secular events to attract 
our attention and make demands on our time. 

Country gardens and walks offer a chance to get away 
from the frustrations of day-to-day living and relax in a 
more natural environment. Zoos and other attractions 
featuring animals always appeal to Christians of all 
ages; perhaps it’s our early teachings of Noah and his 
ark. 

The arrival of themed parks attracting families by the 
thousand is a relatively new phenomenon in this 
country, but there is still a strong desire to visit places 
from the past, steeped in history and spirituality. 

Cathedrals, churches and churchyards are often a draw 
to the traveller either on holiday in a different part of the 
country or just a respite for a local person seeking a 
break from the day’s events. The Oxford diocese has 
an amazing choice of places to visit from the historic 
buildings of the University city of Oxford itself, to 
countless other attractions such as Banbury, Windsor 
and Aylesbury to name just a few. With beautiful 
countryside within easy reach, a good healthy walk 
gives us a chance to wonder afresh at the spectacle 
that is creation. 


Wycliffe Hall in Oxford is the venue for a Celebration of 
Women's Ministries on 9th May. 

With a cast of 200, The Life of Christ at Wintershall 
promises to be as popular as ever. Running for just six 
afternoons in June the performances attract Christians 
from across the country. 

Fawley Court at Henley on Thames provides the 
setting for the Craft and Design Experience this month. 
Workshops, demonstrations and entertainment are all 
promised between 15th and 17th May. 

If the weather should take a turn for the worst, the 
south west is full of exhibitions and other visitor 
attractions where you can learn as well as have fun. 

There's always plenty to do in the evenings as well with 
all forms of art and culture to choose from highbrow to 
lowbrow. Our churches very often become venues for 
concerts of classical music. 

Everyone has different ideas on how to spend their 
leisure time, but the important thing is to spend it 
wisely. If you're stopping off for some refreshment keep 
an eye open to see if a nearby church or cathedral has 
a coffee shop. Somehow their teas and cakes always 
seem to be more wholesome than many of the high 
street chains. These short visits provide a valuable 
income for many of our churches and cathedrals. If 
you are in a secular coffee shop make your mark by 
asking for a Fairtrade drink. 
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Dr Carolyn Boulter tells Jo Duckies how she wove several 
strands of her life together during her year as High Sheriff of 
Berkshire. 



EACHER, environmentalist and 
magistrate Dr Carolyn Boulter 
wove spiritual elements of her life 
with academic ones as she took on the 
1,000 year old role in the county where 
she grew up and has lived for most of 
her life. She was made High Sheriff in 
April 2008. 

She carried on despite the death of 
her biochemist son, Jonathan, from a 
brain tumour just one month later. ‘It’s 
been incredibly painful. A very precious 
part of my life has been taken in a very 
difficult way but I have felt held spiritu- 
ally,’ she says. ‘Three days before he 
died I was at the end of our garden, in 
the green house. It was one of the last 
places I’d been with him and I was very 
distressed. In the sky was a terrible black 
cloud and across it a complete double 
rainbow. God was telling me he was rid- 
ing a rainbow to Heaven. It was God 
speaking to me, telling me “It’s going to 
be all right.’” 

Carolyn, a magistrate on the Reading 
Bench, says she never expected to be- 
come High Sheriff. ‘When I was asked, it 
just felt right. I felt comfortable about it,’ 
she says. ‘I used some of the lessons God 
has taught me. My research work taught 
me how to pay attention to people. God 
to me is an attentive God who is sud- 
denly and inexplicably there for me. 

‘One of the boys in the school where I 
did my research was a statemented child. 
I asked him why his teacher was so im- 
portant. He took a deep breath and said: 
“Because she cares more about us than 
she does about the school.” I have talked 


to a lot of people and given them my at- 
tention during this year. It’s important to 
do that for people, it’s a discipline. 

‘My spirituality is experiential and aca- 
demic. I want to find new metaphors for 
describing our experience and to in- 
clude the sound of voices that haven’t 
been heard.’ 

A large part of a modern day High 
Sheriff’s role is to sustain the morale of 
people working in the criminal justice 
system, from volunteers, court staff and 
Police Community Support Officers 
through to top police inspectors, barris- 
ters and judges. 

That includes providing hospitality to 
visiting judges and Carolyn and her hus- 
band Hugh’s home in Theale is perfect 
for that. She says: ‘We both feel deeply 
blessed by God, we’ve been given a huge 
amount and our response to that is hos- 
pitality. It’s a lovely thing to be able to 
give to other people and to throw a 
party. ’ 

During her career Carolyn has taught 
every age group possible apart from 
nursery school children. (She has 
trained nursery teachers.) She studied 
for her PhD at Reading University gradu- 
ating in 1992, when she became a lec- 
turer and researcher. Although she has 
now retired she still works as a consultant 
for the Charles Darwin Trust. 

Her role as a champion of women’s is- 
sues began in the 1980s when she began 
campaigning for the ordination of 
women in the Diocese of Oxford. 

‘That transformed my thinking about 
women’s issues. I have been very inter- 


ested in getting women’s voices into 
liturgical space,’ she says. 

As High Sheriff one of her focuses has 
been on women defendants in the crimi- 
nal justice system. ‘We visited Bronze- 
field Prison, a women’s prison near 
Heathrow Airport,’ she says. ‘Action for 
Prisoners’ Families commissioned a play 
about the problems women face coming 
out of prison,’ she says. ‘It was produced 
by a quite remarkable theatre company 
of ex-drug addicts and ex-prisoners. The 
whole thing is therapeutic. 

‘In April we organised a day for girls 
from local sixth forms to meet some of 
the people involved and to discuss the is- 
sues that women face. We also involved 
CHASTE (Churches Alert to Sex Traf- 
ficking across Europe) and the experi- 
ence of refugee women.’ 

Hugh’s work on the Diocesan Inter- 
faith Committee was woven into into the 
High Sheriff s role by the couple putting 
their weight behind the Festival of Dia- 


logue, organised by Art Beyond Belief at 
St Mary’s Church, Slough. Art Beyond 
Belief is an inter-faith, multi media arts 
project based in Berkshire. ‘I didn’t initi- 
ate that but I did help by promoting it,’ 
says Carolyn. 

Environmental organisations, teachers 
and funders from across Berkshire were 
brought together for an ‘education for 
sustainable living’ event at Upton Court. 
‘It was opened by Randal Keynes, Dar- 
win’s great, great grandson, who works 
for the Charles Darwin Trust on the 
Galapagos Island,’ she said. ‘This year 
has been a gift. Before I was appointed 
we held a service at St Mary’s, Reading, 
where the team of myself and Hugh, my 
chaplain, the Revd Hilary Benson, Carol 
Jackson my media organiser and Penny 
Savage my PA were dedicated into the 
service of the county. Carolyn and Hugh 
attend St Mark’s Church, Englefield. 
Their surviving son, Adam, is a curate at 
St Mary’s, Battersea, London. 



T Prison Fellowship, volunteers 
have witnessed several inmates in 
prisons in the Oxford Diocese get 
baptised. 

The group supports the inmates by lis- 
tening to them and praying for them at 
chapel services, counselling them as they 
meet their victims on a restorative justice 
programme and more. Here two men 
serving life sentences describe how their 
lives have been transformed by Christ. 
Their names have been changed. John 
believes he has always been a Christian. 

‘I just never really knew it but for as long 


as I can remember I have believed that 
there was something,’ he says. ‘My child- 
hood was not a very good one as I was 
subjected to a lot of violence, both physi- 
cal and mental and was raised by a single 
mother with six children who had a 
drink problem and many issues of her 
own.’ 

He turned to drugs and began a life of 
violence. ‘I started to enjoy violence and 
inflicting pain on others and committing 
crimes.’ He started praying when he be- 
came a father, and that’s when he says 
things began to happen. 







But he turned away from God, until he 
was sentenced to life. ‘Since then amaz- 
ing people have come into my life and 
helped me grow in faith and understand- 
ing and only since then have I really 
been a Christian.’ 

Another lifer, Dave has found himself 
praying for fellow inmates he describes 
as the ‘toughest, hardest men in prison.’ 
He says: ‘Staff too, have always come 

' Here I am in jail but free. ’ 


and asked me to pray for a wife, son or 
daughter. This is always a great moment 
but none better than when a Muslim 
friend asked me to pray for his parents.’ 

Like John, he had a difficult childhood, 
with a father who went to church on a 
Sunday morning but drank on a Sunday 
afternoon and beat up his family on a Sun- 
day night. When his mother died when he 
was 13, he felt worthless. 

‘It was around this time that I started a 
life of crime. Violence was now a daily part 
of who I had become,’ he says. ‘I went to 
church on and off for the next few years. 


Each sentence I got the more I was drawn 
to the people who ran churches. ’ 

‘I never forgot those people, even when 
I was out of my face on drugs, I always felt 
them and warm memories often came 
flooding back.’ In 2000 Dave found him- 
self sentenced to life. Now I could have 
picked drugs up and felt sorry for myself, 
seeing this as the end,’ he says. ‘Instead I 
picked the Bible up, read about love, for- 
giveness and the stories came alive, I felt 
the pain of this man Jesus, he gave his life 
for me, why would he do that? Why did he 
care when no-one else had?’ 

He says it didn’t all get better overnight. 
‘Where once I didn’t care now I did, feel- 
ings of guilt, shame and regret washed 
over me, now I could not just hit someone 
to solve a problem, I had to forgive them, 
this blew my mind, forgive someone who 
hurt me, that was asking way too much. 

‘Asking God into my life gave me, for 
the first time ever, a feeling of freedom, 
yes here I am in jail but free, I feel that my 
life is the best it has ever been.’ 

If you are interested in volunteering 
with the Prison Fellowship contact the 
National Office on 

info@prisonfellowship.org.uk. 
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Contact James 
01235 8333 


WWW. NeverEverTheSame .com 


New and Used Cars to your door! 


For Churches, Church 
members & Charities 

Free delivery to your door 
(in the UK) 
1,000s of used cars 
to choose from 
Big discounts on 
new cars 

Part exchange on any car 
Cars from only £ 1 995 

Irrrir 


rtorp 

Stutomotibe 


Telephone: 0114 255 9696 

Email: sales@prioryautomotive.co.uk 

www.prioryautomotive.com 


flart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

on 07949 901029 or 
33378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 


Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from 10 weeks to 1 year) 


Ellel Ministries +44(0)1252 794 060 


Become a 
Trustee! 



0800 731 1845 wwvr.pactchanty.org 


PACT - Parents And Children Together 
is looking for new Trustees. 


PACT - is charity within the Diocese of Oxford, 
and has three principal operating areas: 

Adoption & .F o s terin g 

domestic, inter county & post adoption services 
Housing and Community 
homelessness support and children centres 

Educatio n 

social care staff qualifications and workshops 

We require people to join the existing board, 
who are proactive, passionate, enthusiastic and 
committed to securing and maintaining life 
chances for the children and families of 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon. 

The positions are voluntary and unpaid, and 
you will need to be available around 
two days a month. 

To complement the existing Trustees we are look- 
ing particularly for people 
who have skill/experience in one or more 
of the following areas: 

Finance, Legal, PR, Marketing 

To find out more, please contact Sandra Kemp on 
0118 938 7600 or for an information pack and ap- 
plication form e-mail: sandrak@pactcharity.org . 

O Charity No 285214 . 


A recent Tearfund survey revealed that 70 per cent of men in the UK are either apathetic or an- 
tagonistic towards the Church. Mark Withers tells how a men’s ministry has evolved and is en- 
couraging men to go deeper with God at Christ Church, Abingdon. 


WO years ago I met George 
Moody and James Ross in a 
pub. Not that unusual for 
blokes, but the conversation 
turned to the question of 
helping men find and grow in faith. 

That evening the three of us decided to 
do something. We would spend the day 
together, go and walk up a mountain and 
see if any bright ideas came our way. As 
we spoke about our plans other men 
wanted to join us, so three became 
twelve, twelve became twenty and ended 
up becoming a weekend away with nearly 
70 men walking up a mountain. 

That weekend in Abergavenny in South 
Wales became a catalyst for our men’s 
ministry. A theme for the weekend was 
to release men into their passions. We 
have not sat down and created a grand 
plan. We have adopted an approach that 

‘We have adopted an ap- 
proach that works with the 
energy, vision and passion 
of individual men. ’ 

works with the energy, vision and passion 
of individual men. 

There are four main areas where things 
are happening: 

1. Fun: A number of activities are now 


organised for men - mountain biking, 
running, golf, sea fishing, wine and 
whisky tasting (but not at the same 
time) and dragon boat racing. Some of 
the over 60s have just started to organise 
activities aimed at this age-group. Later 
this year we plan to hold a Scalextric ver- 
sion of the 24 hour Le Mans race. 

2. Serving: We are getting men con- 
nected with community-based projects. 
We have engaged with the work of Medic 
Assist International and the Catalyst 
Trust. We are planning a major effort this 
September to get involved with commu- 
nity projects in Abingdon. 

3. Seeking: Events are organised to en- 
gage with men who want to find out 
more about Jesus and the Christian faith. 
We have held one-off events with speak- 
ers. 

We recently held a Six Nations rugby 
evening at the local football club with 
Michael Green as speaker. We now run a 
men’s mini-Alpha, covering much of the 
Alpha course in blocks of three evenings. 
We use Father’s Day to focus services on 
men and have a social in the evening 
with real ale, pub games, computer 
games and live jazz. 

4. Growth: We aim to help men grow in 
their faith. We have held a second men’s 
weekend - in Portsmouth; we hold quar- 
terly Sunday evening Pit Stops for social, 
thinking and praying time together. We 
now have a number of men who meet 
regularly to pray or study together. 


We produce a mini-mag for men filled 
with articles written by men in our 
church about relevant issues or activities 


m mfflm mmmmm 








7 Wen are being challenged 
and mens lives are being 
changed. 


aimed at men. 

This is not all. Some men have steppec 
into different church ministries too - 
around half of our children’s ministry 
leaders are men. 

Despite all this we have only really just 
started. We are currently building links 
with other churches in Abingdon and 
held a successful ‘Pit Stop’ with Abing- 
don Baptist Church in January. More 
joint events are planned so that we work 
together to reach men across Abingdon. 

We are very excited about this work. 
Men are being challenged and men’s 
lives are being changed. 

Mark Withers is men’s co-ordinator i 

Christ Church, Abingdon. Contact him vi 

office@cca.ne 


ONLINE 


Visit www.cca.uk to find out more 
about Christ Church, Abingdon 



ome years ago now my wife came 
home from one of the women’s 
groups in our church, writes Mark 
Withers. She was concerned and told me 
about a number of conversations she had 
with women that morning. 

All had a common theme - their hus- 
bands were not engaged in matters of 
faith and they were finding this really 
tough. That many men are opting out is 
backed up by some compelling statistics. 

On average, two thirds of adults attend- 
ing church are female and 70 per cent of 
boys raised in a church environment 
leave during their teens or early twenties. 
Between 1982 and 2000 there has been 
nearly a 50 per cent decline in church at- 
tendance for 20-29 year olds. Men are 
not engaging and young men are not en- 
gaging in particular. 

And if we needed another reason why . 
men’s ministry is crucial here is a statistic 


Christian Vision for Men (CVM) give to 
make us really think - if a child becomes 
a Christian, 3.5 per cent of families fol- 
low; if a woman becomes a Christian, 17 
per cent of families follow; if a man be- 
comes a Christian, 93 per cent of families 

‘Our churches need to be 
places where we can offer 
men purpose and challenge. 


follow. 

Whatever you make of the exact num- 
bers, the point is clear. When men find 
and grow in their faith they not only im- 
pact themselves but have a great impact 
on their families. Most churches don’t 
have a men’s ministry yet. 


Within other religions like Islam and 
Judaism men are very visible. Yet for 
many men Christianity has lost its rele- 
vance. This can’t be because the Christ- 
ian message offers no challenge for men. 

Men’s ministry is about rediscovering 
the challenge of walking the way of Jesus 
and rediscovering that challenge to- 
gether - whether walking, praying, study- 
ing, biking, running, fishing, serving or 
whatever. 

I know that men want to be part of 
something that provides purpose and 
challenge. Men want to belong, they warn 
to be part of a team and do something 
great. 

Just think of the films men like - Brave- 
heart, Gladiator. Our churches need to be 
places where we can offer men purpose 
and challenge, and men in the Church 
need to take the lead in making this pos- 
sible. 
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Above the mountain biking group are having a wheelie good time. Below, from left are Stuart Twinn, Steve Brewster, Pete Edwards, Fraser Mackenzie and 
Steve Wade. Pics Linda Briscoe 
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What the blokes say: 


‘As the father of two young boys, it’s a rare op- 
portunity to get to know men outside of work.’ 

Dal Warburton 




‘Men’s ministry is important because it’s too 
easy for us to say we’re too busy and not 
spend time growing friendships with each 
other and with God. It’s important because we 
neglect our faith and don’t allow ourselves to 
be challenged.’ 

John Alcock 

‘Men are missing from mission. Men are miss- 
ing from many churches. If the church is to im- 
pact their community and this land; if God’s 
kingdom is to be realised, then the church 
must do all it can to reach men and reach out 
to men.’ 

James Bacon 




‘To help men be the fathers God intended 
them to be so their sons can grow to be the 
men God wants them to be.’ 

Paul Brombley 

‘It is really refreshing and invigorating to do 


with men that isn’t work.’ 


Andy 


M 

T1 





Visit www.churchformen.com or www.cvmen.org.uk to find out more about 
men’s ministry. 
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NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR. HISTORICAL. 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 


& 


for all your 


Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan 
newspaper. We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over t Y * UK with excellent 
design and nt services 

• Business StatL ry • Brochures 
mt> 

• Leaflets _ sites 

/ C X ^ d 

F°racom P e- ilhuttr nd 
great custJ, 

Tel: 0175f las ever be ‘ 
service@corners. restc( l * n ;om 

^llowship 


Office 


^.u 


schroder reid 

SOLICITORS 
Have you made a Will? 

Do you need advice on inherifance tax? 
Are you buying or selling a property? 

Do you need advice on 
company/commerical matters? 


Call us now to speak to one of our 
solicitors for a no obligation chat 

on 01 753 580705 

The Green, Datchet, Berkshire SL3 9AS 
www.schroder-reid.com 


COUNSELLOR & GROUP 

1:1 counselling 

Group facilitation - supportive groups for 
clergy/managers/others to have time for re- 
flection, share best practice and build stress 
resilience. 

Would be suitable for parish groups, 
groups of clergy, managers within a firm, etc 
Qualified counsellor with many years' 
experience working with a wide variety of 
clients in different settings (including GPs 
surgery & Local Education Authority) 

Also available: coaching , mentoring , 
mediation , critical incident training , 
workshops on work-life balance , 
time management, counselling skills, 
growing in confidence. 

CONTACT: CHRIS GOTHARD, BA, PGCE, 
PG Dip Couns, Univ of Reading), MBACP 

Tel: 077 1892 4003/0118 9663511/e-mall: 
chrisgothard1@aol.com 


FACILITATOR 


To 

Advertise 
Call Roy 
on 

01752 

225623 
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Advertising Feature 

Vacancies & 
Appointments 

With 36,500 copies of 
the The Door distrib- 
uted through churches 
in the Oxford Diocese, 
it makes it a great ve- 
hicle to advertise your 
vacancies in local 
churches. Other Chris- 
tian and charitable or- 
ganisations, including 
faith based schools 
and colleges, can also 
benefit from this tar- 
geted readership. 

The Door is one of six 
Anglican newspapers 
published through 
Cornerstone Vision. 
We can help take your 
message throughout 
Anglican Diocese in 
the South and East of 
the country. 

The Month, serves the 
Chelmsford Diocese; 
The Wey - Guildford; 
Pompey Chimes - 
Portsmouth; Sarum 
Link - Salisbury and 
Grapevine - Bath and 
Wells. 

To find out more tele- 
phone: 01 752 225623 


Want to 
get 
away? 
turn to 
page 
18 


VACANCIES 

Emmanuel Christian School in 
Oxford is looking for a Deputy 
Head Teacher and a Nursery 
Teacher to join this thriving 
school from September 2009. 

For further information or to 
visit the school please contact 
01865 395236 or email 
admin @ecschool. org. uk 

< > 

ORGANIST AND 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

required at 

St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, Beds, 
(between Dunstable and Leighton 
Buzzard) 

One Sunday service 
RSCM choir of 20+; 

1 99 1 2-manual pipe organ; 
small instrumental (youth) ensemble. 

Present salary £3,000 p.a. 

Further details from 
Christopher Banks 
9 Kingsmead Edlesborough Dunsta- 
ble Beds LU6 2JN 
(01525) 221556 
(chrisrbanks@aol.com) 
or visit web-site: 
www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk 

Applications by May 25 2009 



It's amazing how much you can get out of a little Church 

Parish Community Worker 

2 Year Temporary Appointment (potentially 
extendable to 3 years) 

Salary £1 8,000 to £21 ,000 pa dependent on 
experience. 

Alderholt is a large village in rural East 
Dorset. We wish to appoint a Parish 
Community Worker to reach out into our 
parish in new ways and to encourage and 
extend our ministry across the whole 
community. We are looking for an energetic 
and committed individual to lead community 
and event based mission and to develop all 
age and intergenerational opportunities for 
exploring the Christian faith with a particular 
focus on St James' First School. 

For more information and an application pack contact: 

Jean Mortimer, 102 Station Road, Alderholt, 
Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 3AZ 
E: churchwardens@stjamesalderholt.org.uk 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 12 th June 2009 


St George the Martyr, Wash Common, Newbury 

CHOIR LEADER 

required from late August 2009 

t Keen, committed, sociable RSCM-affiliated choir 
t Traditional - and some more modern - worship 

+ Choral Ey Trarists Sundays and principal Festivals 

^..y for 

+ Weeklvrience- practice and chorister development 

,e following r 

t se, Legal, PR3 & fees (Resident incumbent organist) 

^re, please co* 

00 or for an Ration and to apply, call 01635 41249 or email 
m e-mail, r office@st-george-newbury.org 
^ Deadline for applications 15 May 2009 


The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in May 2009 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the June 2009 issue is 1 May. 


DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

The Dorchester on Thames 
Festival runs from today until 1 0 
May 2009. The festival is based in 
and around Dorchester Abbey and 
has a fantastic collection of events 
for everyone. This year the festival 
is supporting Seesaw. Please see 
the programme which is available 
at www.dorchesterfestival.com or 
phone 01865 340007. 

READING: St Mary Minster, 
Reading. Organ recital by 
Christine Wells at 1 2.1 5pm. 

MAIDENHEAD: St Marys 
Church, White Waltham is holding 
a flower festival at 6pm - 1 0pm 
(concert 6.30pm - 7.30pm). Also 
open on 2nd May at 1 0am - 6pm. 
Details 01 18 934 3704. 


OXFORD: Christ Church 
Cathedral at 1 1 am. Books of 
Remembrance ceremony. The 
service will be followed by 
refreshments in the Priory Room. 

BALLINGER: St Marys, 
Blackthorne Lane (near Great 
Missenden) is holding a flower 
festival from today until Monday 4 
May. Cream teas served on 
Sunday from 2pm - 5pm. 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: 

Creative, contemplative ‘Fresh 
Expressions’ worship at St Michael 
and All Angels at 6pm. Imaginative 
use of teaching, liturgy, music and 
stillness. Details 01494 726680. 


NEAR AMERSHAM: Holy Trinity 
Church, Penn Street is serving 
cream teas from 2.30pm - 5pm. 
Set in beautiful woodland 
surroudings, ideal for walking. Also 
available every Sunday during the 
summer from 1 7 May. 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels Church, 
7.45pm until 9.1 5pm. Book study - 
What is the point of being a 


Christian? by Dominican Friar 
Timothy Radcliffe. Come along 
and discuss this book which is 
described as a ‘breath of fresh air’. 
Details 01 494 726680. 


OXFORD: Christ Church 
Cathedral in the Priory Room at 
10.15am. Retired Clergy 
Association meeting with talk by 
Dr David McDowell ‘Coin 
Collecting and numismatics - from 
Rome to India’. Details 
roland@canonmeredith.free- 
online.co.uk 


OXFORD: The Unicorn Group is 
holding a meeting at 1 Canterbury 
Road, Oxford from 1 2.30pm - 2pm 
(bring your own packed lunch). 
Speaker Canon Hugh Wybrew - 
‘Human Being and Human 
Destiny’. Tel: 01865 243865. 


PANGBOURNE: St James’s 
Church. The Berkshire Organists’ 
Association AGM at 4pm plus 
organ recital. 

SILCHESTER: St Mary the Virgin 
church will be holding a concert by 
the Basingstoke ladies choir at 
7.30pm. Details 01 18 970 0825. 

OXFORD: A workshop by the 
Oxford Christian Institute for 
Counselling at 9am - 1 pm. 
‘Embracing the Gift’ with Revd 
Stephen Bushell. A spiritual 
perspective on mental health and 
ill-health. Contact 01865 308889 
to book a place. Cost £25. 


READING: Concert Hall at 1 pm. 
Organ recital by Christopher 
Cipkin. 


READING: Douai Abbey at 
7.45pm. Organ recital by The 
Sixteen. 


CHESHAM: Christ Church, 
Waterside at 7.30pm. Harp 


concert by Robin Ward (an 
international harpist). Tickets £8 
(£5 child under 1 8). Details 
01296 613644. 

BUCKINGHAM: Parish Centre at 
7.30pm. Late classic masterpieces 
performed by the Buckingham 
Chamber Orchestra (Rossini, 
Beethoven and Schubert). 
www.bucksorchestra.org.uk 

DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

The Upper Room, Dorchester 
Abbey Guest House from 1 0am - 
5pm and also on Sunday 1 7 May 
from 2pm - 5pm. Traditional 
English watercolours - Still Life. 
£80 per place. Details 01865 
340633 or post@rebeccahind.com 


OXFORD: The Unicorn Group are 
holding a meeting at 1 Canterbury 
Road, Oxford from 1 2.30pm - 2pm 
(bring your own packed lunch). 
Speaker The Revd Bob Nind - 
‘The fate of asylum seekers’. Tel: 
01865 243865. 

FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, 
near Henley. Healing service with 
laying on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion at 1 0.1 5am. 
01491 571231. 


READING: St Giles’ Church at 
7.30pm. Organ recital by David 
Pether. 


ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD: All 

Saints Church, 7.30pm. Piano 
recital by Elizabeth French - a brief 
history of the Sonata. Music by 
Mozart, Liszt and Prokofiev. Details 
www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk 


DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. 
Praise@7 - Dorchester Team 
informal worship, part of the @7 
series. Everyone welcome. Details 
01865 340007. 

READING: Douai Abbey at 4pm. 
Organ recital by Tom Wimpenny. 


Courses & special events 


Wednesday 6 May - Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship meeting 

at St Nicolas Church, Earley, 

Reading RG9 7JN from 7.45pm until 
9.30pm. Speaker: The Revd Becky 
Bevan - ‘From Publishing to Curacy’. 
Details 01 865 208291. 

Saturday 9 May - Rolling 
Programme Couse. Introduction to 
Spirituality. This course explores 
different approaches to prayer. There 
will be an opportunity to walk a 
labyrinth. To be held at St Michaels 
and All Angels, Park Road, Abingdon 
0X1 4 1 DS from 1 0am - 3pm (bring 
a packed lunch). To book phone 
01865 208277 or email 
sheilatownsend@oxford.anglican.org 


Thursday 14 May - Oxford/ 
Dorchester Vocations 
Fellowship meeting at The 

Elizabeth Room, St Nicolas 
Rotherfield Greys, Near Henley 
RG9 4QB from 7.45pm until 
9.30pm. Speakers: The Revd Helen 
O’Sullivan and The Revd David 
Salter - they will reflect and share 
their experiences and their work. 
Details 01 865 208291. 

Thursday 14 May - Continuing 
Ministerial Development Course 

on Child Bereavement from 1 0am - 
4pm at Diocesan Church House. 

To book your place contact 
mandi.bowden@oxford.anglican.org 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 

8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 
11.1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Morning prayer; 

7.35am Holy Communion; 

1 pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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Local leaders 


PROVOKING churches of all back- 
grounds into positive action will be Rev 
Yemi Adedeji's mission at this month's 
Christian Resources Exhibition 
(Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey, May 12- 
15). 

‘I know thousands of Christians from an 
Afro-Caribbean background who have 
never visited CRE,' said Yemi, of the 
Centre for Contemporary Ministry. 'And 
there are thousands of visitors to CRE 
who have no idea how black-majority 



Suppliers of: Coffee, Tea, Chocolate, Milk, Sugar, Water, 
Biscuits, Disposables, Range of Coffee Machines 


Please contact us for a 

Church Package 

CRE 2009: stand El 0 ^ 




Thousands of hymns 
one box, ready to pi 
knowledge required 


No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 


Hymnal Hus p,~ T 
2750 traditional hymns 
and modern worship 
songs, covering over 
6000 hymn book entries 


Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also 
plays your own mp3 and midi files. 


Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 



Hymn Technology Ltd 

Worship Musk Solutions 



Action around Bethlehem 
Children with Disability 

ABCD invites you to visit our stand and learn 
more about our work with disabled children 
and disadvantaged families in the Greater 
Bethlehem area. 

Please come and view our wide range of goods 
made by severely disabled young people and 
Durchase traditional gifts including embroidery anc 
goods hand crafted from olive wood 
prunings and recycled paper. 

We look forward to meeting you: stand SV19 


Action around Bethlehem Children with Disability 


Telephone: 01689 822259 
Visit our website: www.abcdbethlehem.org.uk 

UK Registered Charity Number 1097623 
Company number 04383155 


Advertising Feature 
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For your chart 


home . 


n Park, Esher 


Tel 0800 389 1189 

www.leeabbey.org.uk 


The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street, 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 

Tel/Fax: 01934 618111 

Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk Web: www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 


called to Sandown 'summit 


churches are engaging positively in 
some of the same communities they are 
serving. 

‘Black Churches in White Space is a 
new feature at the event - providing a 
"summit" for churches of all backgrounds 
to discover each other and add a multi- 
ethnic facet to their ministries. 

‘We will showcase churches creating 
models of best practice in social action - 
for example, dealing with gun crime 
which is not just a black or white issue 
but a youth issue. 


‘We also want to look at what it means to 


be in the minority in a society. Many 
people don't have any idea of the diffi- 
culties faced by minorities. They often 
lack sensitivity and can be patronising, 
asking questions like “When did you ar- 
rive?” and “Can you speak English?"' 

Presented by the Centre for Contempo- 
rary Ministry, Black Churches in White 
Space will run 
from 10.30am - 
4.30pm on Tues- 
day 1 2 May. An 
afternoon of 
gospel music, 
drama and talks 
on how to be- 


Rbem^ 

Theatre Company • 
Bringing the Bible to Life 


Offering churches 
action-packed 
theatre for adults 
and families 


Shows to challenge & encourage 
the church 

Shows for your local Primary School 

Shows for outreach 

Sunday Services 

Outdoor festivals or events 

Drama Holiday Clubs 

A week of theatre mission in YOUR area 


www.rhemachurches.org 


making childhood better 




The Kingdom of God belongs to such as these... 

The Children’s Society is a leading children’s charity committed to making 
childhood better for all children in the UK. 

Contact us for worship resources and advice on how to support children to 
have a good childhood. Visit www.chiidrenssociety.org.uk. Call 0845 300 1128 

Charity Registration No. 221124 | Photograph posed by models for The Children's Society © Laurence Dutton 




Buy online at creativegrace.oi 
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‘The Rose of English Furniture’ 


The award winning Canterbury 
and York Lecterns 

Gas height adjustment 
Built in microphone socket 
LCD video monitor 
Moveable on castors 

Quality furniture with a futuristic feel 


Cali an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 


We'll save you time: 

Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 


Finance Available 


We'll give you total peace of 
mind: 

Minimum 12 months parts 
8 labour guarantee 
Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 
HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

We'll give you excellent value: 

Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying power 
Cars from just £2,995 
Part exchanges welcome 
Finance available 

www.autosave.co.uk 


Call now: 0845 122 6902 


OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 


autosave f 


good news tor car buyers 
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Visit stand No SI with this coupon 

and enter our competition for a 

FREE 4 night stay! 

Name: Postcode: 
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FELIX 


DESIGN 

LIMITED 


www.felixstaging.co.uk 

HELPDESK 001884 255420 Q 01884 242613 Osales@felixstaging.co.uk 
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Manufacturing 
Felix Staging 


come an agent of change takes place on Wednesday 13 
May, 2 - 4pm. On the same day Dr. Jonathan Oloyede, con- 
vener of the Global Day of Prayer in London, will speak on 
‘Innovative ways of starting or building a multi-cultural 
church’. 



Working with Partners to help the poor in 
Zambia and Kenya, bringing individuals 
and families from their present position of 
need to self-sustainability and economic in- 
dependence 

Please help us to help others with a do- 
nation or by requesting a 
Standing Order Form 


We are a new Christian 
charity that is steadily 
growing. 

As part of our 
development we are 
looking for volunteers 
for a variety of roles. 


Contact: Phil Avery on 
01273 473365 / E-mail: 
enquiries@zapo-uk.org 
www.zapo-uk.org 

Reg. No. 1116588 


Southover Church Office, 1 Cockshut Road, LEWES, East Sussex BN7 1JH 
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familie sfi 

Visit OUr stand at CRE (Grandstand View 20) 

to pick up a free sample pack or phone for a free copy 
T: 020 7227 0620 

E: familiesfirst@themothersunion.org 
www.famiiiesfirstmagazine.com 
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Introduction to Biblical 
Counselling 

This life-changing, five-day course will give you key 
principles for your own life as well as insight and 
skills for helping others. 

Mon-Fri: 15-19 June or 10-14 August 2009 or 
16-20 November 2009 


i i 


r 




These highly respected courses will equip you with 
a biblically-based counselling model and develop 
your skills and expertise for helping people. 

Wednesdays, September 2009 - June 2010 at London 
School of Theology 

OR ten Weekends, January - December 2010 at CWR 

Insight Days 

Forgiveness - A Bridge Too Far? Sat 27 June 2009 
Helping those who are Depressed to Climb out of the 
Darkness Sat 1 August 2009 


For full info/to book: www.cwr.org.uk 

T: 01252 784719 E: training@cwr.org.uk 

Waverley Training and Events, CWR, Waverley Abbey House, 

Waverley Lane, Farnham, Surrey GU9 8EP 
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‘Members of the few black churches 
who already attend CRE come year 
after year. They know how helpful it is,’ 
said Yemi. ‘The rest simply have no 
idea of its significance and value. I hope 
Black Churches in White Space will 
change perceptions on all sides.’ 

CRE runs from Tue 12 - Fri 15 May at 
Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey. More 
than 13,000 visitors are expected at the 
four-day event. Over 360 exhibitors will 
spread out over all three floors of the 
venue. Some 1,000 organisations will 
showcase everything from leadership 
training and clergy clothing to musical 
instruments, sound systems and finan- 
cial services. 

Running alongside the exhibition are 60 
seminars with titles like 'Discover your 
motivational gifts', 'Why do so many 
young people give up on God?', 'Re- 
modelling church to connect with the 
unchurched' and 'Ways to communicate 
effectively without using sermons.' 

Advance tickets can be booked by visit- 
ing www.creonline.co.uk. For a group 
booking form (five or more) phone CRE 
on 01793 418218. 



Messianic 

Testimony 

Telling Jews about their Messiah 

We owe so much to the Jewish people. The 
world Jewish population is only about 0-21% 
and yet, since the mid 19 th century, 25% of the 
world's scientists have been Jews. Most importantly 
the Bible is a Jewish book! 



Messianic Testimony works in the UK, 
Eastern Europe, France, South Africa, Germany, 
Belgium and, of course, in Israel witnessing to 
Jewish people. With the Apostle Paul, we say 
that our hearts' desire and prayer to God is for 
Jewish people to be saved (Romans 10:1). 

We visit churches and schools, take Passover 
demonstrations, teach about the biblical 
festivals and the Jewish roots of Christianity. 
To learn more contact us on 0118 988 5070 . 


MESSIANIC TESTIMONY 

- $lvmwyye$kuici uAtk J&vijfi people MorbLndle 


15 Diddenham Court, Lambwood Hill, Grazeley, 
READING, RG7 1JQ 
Tel: 0118 988 5070 
Email: office@messianictestimony.com 
www.messianictestimony.com 








ONLINE 


To find out more see: 

www.creationtheatre.co.il k 
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*UNICEF (published in The Lancet, September 2008) |78.3% of your donations goes direct to charitable activities.The rest goes to generating funds and governance. 
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Othello is coming to church 


seventeenth century Oxford church 
is to be the venue for Creation The- 


Win a Divine hamper of chocolate goodies 


atre Company’s production of 

Othello. 

Shakespeare’s tale of passion, jealousy 
and ambition will be performed in New 
Road Baptist Church, in the recently re- 
developed Bonn Square, from mid April 
until 30 May. 

Victor Power (right) will be taking the 
lead role of Othello. 

Creation specializes in site-specific the- 
atre in unusual locations. The produc- 
tions are fast paced, visual and accessible. 
Othello is described as suitable for anyone 
aged 10 or above, subject to parental dis- 
cretion. 

To book tickets call 01865 766266. 


ARE you, or is someone you know, a chocaholic? If 
so you should enter this month’s prize draw to win this 
mouth watering hamper of Divine Chocolate products. 
The hamper is currently under lock and key so it can’t 
be eaten by Door editor Jo Duckies, who starts 
drooling whenever it is mentioned. 

To be in with a chance of winning, simply send your 
name and address to Divine Hamper Competition, The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. 

The closing date for entries is Friday, 7 May. 
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World Vision 


will I ever see 




birthday? 

9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases* Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p' a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these. . .you did it to me.” 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 


Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 10 or visit worldvision.org.uk 


Dedicated followers of 
St Francis 


By Jane Sigrist 


hat makes an otherwise ordinary 
person want to join a religious 
order... especially in mid-life, 
mid-career, even mid-marriage? Let alone 
an order that the author affectionately 
refers to as the lunatic fringe of the 
Church! 

Pitchford relates how a longing for 
companionship in the quest to ‘go 
deeper’ in her Christian discipleship led 
her to TSSF, the Anglican arm of the 
Franciscan ‘Third Order’. 

The order is a worldwide dispersed 
community founded to enable people in 
all walks of life to follow the way of St 
Francis. 

Pitchford bases her book around ex- 
plorations of TSSF’s ‘rule of life’ along 
with the Franciscan themes of humility, 
love and joy. Concepts like penitence, 
simplicity, self-denial and obedience may 
sit uneasily with modern readers, but 
with liveliness and humour, this book en- 
courages us to translate these into every- 
day realities. Each chapter ends with 
further material for reflection, some 
practical suggestions and a prayer. 

The book paints a deeply personal ac- 
count of the challenges involved in trying 
to live in what - by society’s standards - is 


Following Francis: The 
Franciscan Way for 
Everyone 

Susan Pitchford, 
Morehouse Publishing 




a profoundly countercultural way. Fran- 
ciscan simplicity, for example, leads the 
author - a sociology lecturer - to decline 
security of tenure along with its accom- 
panying ‘rewards’. 

My abiding gripe, when starting along 
the Franciscan path myself, was that 
amidst a wealth of resources, little de- 
scribed what contemporary tertiary life 
might actually be like. Following Francis 
certainly helped fill the gap. Yet Francis- 
can spirituality doesn’t prescribe a ‘one 
size fits all’ path. Francis himself said: ‘I 
have done what was my duty to do - may 
Christ show you what is yours. ’ 

The author’s objective is to encourage 
others in a similar position. Their road 
may lead to the Franciscans, or perhaps 
to another order as an associate, compan- 
ion or oblate; vocations relevant to many, 
if only, as Pitchford points out, their exis- 
tence was more widely known. 

Jane Sigrist attends St George the Martyr, 
Wash Common. 
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Gilead 


? 


Big Government grant is a major boost for the 


BULDNG SUCCESS 


Gilead Foundations, the Devon-based residential 
rehabilitation centre based on a 320 acre 
working daily farm, had some good news in 
January this year that could transform the lives 
of some of society* s most hurting and broken 
people. 

A major grant has been awarded by the Communities 
and Local Government panel, to finish work on one of the 
three planned bungalows which are needed to carry on 
the work of rehabilitation. Now the Christian charity is 
working hard to raise a further £500.000 to complete the 
two other bungalows. 

People whose lives have been deemed a failure by 
themselves and by others, experience a transformation and re- 
building that starts at Gilead and continues for the long term. 
This success out of failure’ was threatened when work on the 
building of three purpose built accommodation blocks had to be 
stopped, due to lack of funds. 

The Commission for Social Care Inspection, the 
organisation which monitors care centres including 
residential rehabilitation centres, gave Gilead Founda- 
tions a very good report last year. "Building on that re- 
port. the main thing we need to improve now is our 
accommodation.” said founder. Pastor and General Man- 
ager Ian Samuel. ‘The people who come to us for help 
benefit hugely from our family model of 
rehabilitation. Our Christian values form the bedrock 
of our programme, which is why we have such a good 
success rate. Living in a disciplined family 


environment, supervised by well-trained house parents, 
is a big part of that The new accommodation will 
further enhance the excellent results we are already 
achieving, and literally save lives.” 

Three bungalows are needed, and the six-figure grant will 
pay for the completion of the first one. Each bungalow has 
been designed specifically for the purpose of residential 
rehabilitation, and has room for house parents and up to 
eight students to live together, with bedrooms, bathrooms, 
communal kitchens and meeting areas. 

The three new bungalows, together with the existing 
farmhouse and other buildings, will enable Gilead to bet- 
ter care for the increasing number of people who are 
seeking help. 

‘The grant is wonderful news." said Gilead co-founder 
Bron Samuel, “and one bungalow for eight desperate 
people is a good start but we need to finish the other 
two bungalows so that we can help as many people as 
we can. Everything is in place; the programme has been 
refined over the last 20 years and has been proven to 
work, our staff are excellent and truly committed, gov- 
ernment agencies recognise and respect us. we just 
need to build the accommodation where the good work 
can carry on.” 

Work on the first bungalow is due to be finished in No- 
vember 2009. with an opening ceremony in December. 
For more information on how you can help Gilead build 
the other two bungalows, please see below or contact 
Gilead Foundations on 01837 851240. or email 
lois.samuel@gilead.org.uk 




Gilead’s three phase programme (phase one is detox and stability; phase two relapse prevention; phase three re-integration into society) costs on av 
erage £450 per week per student and lasts 60 weeks. That is less than half the cost of imprisoning an offender, which is where so many addicted 

, lives end up. And Gilead rehabilitation has such enormous benefits for the 

cheque made payable to f lOflQ term. 


□ I enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Gilead Foundations 

□ I want to become a Partner (please fill 

□ I would like to be added to your mailii 

Your name 

Ad d ress 


funding win help, but will probably not cover alt the costs. 

i You can help. By giving regularly to Gilead as a Partner, you contribute di- 
J rectly to the welfare of students. By making a one-off donation you can help 
I fund the building project Sowing financial seed into this soil will 

* produce a harvest of changed lives that you can be part of. 

* 

| There are many ways in which individuals, churches or other organisations 


code 

d ress 

Name of your bank 
Bank Address 


Account no Sort Code 

Instruction to your bank or building society: Please deduct 

□ £20 □ £50 □ Other amount £ (please tick) 

from my account on (dd/mm/yy) / / 

then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead Foundations 
Sort Code 54-21-14, Account no. 05651441 Natwest, 40 Fore St, 
Okehampton, EX20 1 EY 


utar giving, becoming a Prayer Partner or by helping in other practical ways. 

Equally, if you know of someone who is in need of help because of an 
addiction problem please put them in touch with Gilead's admissions team by 


( list and we wilt send you regular bulletins on the charity’s activities and the 


I want all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated 
as Gift Aid donations. 


Signed Date 

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax and/or 
capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your 
donations in the appropriate tax year. 


Successful re- 
sults from this 
social 
enterprise 

Gilead Foundations rehabilitation programme is 
achieving impressive levels of success - far bet- 
ter than the national average. 

Of those students who complete the Gilead 
programme, an impressive 90 1 are successful after 
one or two years living independent lives back in so- 
ciety - significantly better than the national average. 

The success of Gilead is due in part to its model of so- 
cial enterprise, as well as community living. Students 
who go through the three phases of 
rehabilitation all work, either on the farm, in the dairy, 
in administration or in the vehicle workshops. The 
work they do forms part of their therapeutic 
rehabilitation, and it also generates income for Gilead. 
Gilead provides routes to nationally recognised 
training qualifications, and also the Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme. 

Students who successfully complete the programme are 
integrated gradually back into mainstream society, using 
the life skills and work skills they have learned at Gilead, 
until they are able to lead independent and 
fruitful lives that they, and others who knew them, thought 
they had lost all hope of achieving. 

“No one is beyond help if they are willing to take it and 
work with those offering it” said Bron. “Jesus never 
gave up on anyone who sought him. we believe he 
never does today, and that is why we so 
desperately want to offer the chance of new life to so 
many more people.” 
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Chris Rowlands is 29. and comes from the Mid- 
lands. He has completed phase one and two of the 
Gilead Foundations rehabilitation programme and is 
now in phase three. His life now is a far ny from 
the dark days of alcoholism that went before: 

“People think that those who have a drug or alcohol addiction 
are just those at the bottom of the heap in society, but my story 
shows that’s not always the case. I was brought up in a fairly 
stable home by my Mum and Dad. They became Christians 
when I was about five years old. and we always went to 
church. I had a pretty good childhood really. 

“However. I developed clinical depression in my late teens. 

I had help, and it was under control, but when I left home and 
went to University I kind of lost touch with God and my faith. 

The pressure of the university work, a job. and fighting de- 
pression became too much for me. When I lost touch with God 
I lost a big part of my life and replaced it with alcohol. 

“Alcohol is a depressant, so that wasn’t really a good move, 
and I soon got into the vicious circle of drinking to feel better 
from depression, which made me depressed, so I chose to 
drink more. For a wile I was a ’functioning’ alcoholic, and held 
down a job. But my self confidence got less and less. 

I had been working as a counsellor with troubled youths, and 


‘Good soil 
grows 


Bilead Foundations 
founders Ian and Bron 
Samuel 


fruit’ 



For many Christians, the principle of ‘sowing and 
reaping' is one that they find in Christ s teaching on 
finance. Sowing into the soil of Gilead will 
certainly produce a harvest of transformed lives, 
many of them finding faith for the first time. 

“Funding has always been an issue" said Ian Samuel. 

“As well as the building project, we also continually need 
funds for students. Many of them (four out of five) can- 
not get funding from their local authorities. Some are 
fortunate and have family or church fellowships who 
support them, but others have just their Social Security 
benefits, which falls hundreds of pounds a month short 
of what it costs" 

The financial cost of rehabilitation, according to Govern- 
ment research, is a lot less than paying for the social 
consequences that arise from addiction. For every £9.50 
spent on dealing with health, social and 
justice issues linked to addictions, it costs just £1 to re- 
habilitate someone. With success rates of 901 this 
makes Gilead a good investment for individuals and or- 


ganisations seeking to target their giving into effective 
ministries that produce demonstrable, long term 
benefits on an individual, family and community level. 

“I've been a farmer all my life" said Ian “and I know that 
it’s pointless me sowing seed onto unprepared or 
unfertile soil, it just won't work. But land that has been 
worked for years and has all the right nutrients suitable 
for the crop will produce a good harvest. We believe that 
Gilead Foundations, over the past 20 years, has been 
well prepared. Government agencies now trust the soil’ 
because of our results, and are sowing their finance into 
it. They’re not foolish with their money, especially nowa- 
days. I would encourage, ask and be grateful for anyone 
to sow as much as they can into this work, in the knowl- 
edge that their money is being put to good use and will 
literally transform the lives of 
individuals and families". 

To contribute to the work of Gilead Foundations, please 
use the donor forms in this feature, or contact Gilead 
Foundations on 01837 851240. or email 
lois.samuel@gilead.org.uk 


then managing a restaurant, but this ended when I was sacked 
after I was caught drink-driving. With my confidence sinking 
found work waiting tables now and again and 
occasionally gardening. 

“In 2008 1 was signed off sick, which made things worse as 
I now had time on my hands. I reached a point where I was 
drinking myself into oblivion, thinking 'if I die. I die'. 

“My GP. a Christian, recommended Gilead to me. I visited and 
liked the open atmosphere, the attitude of the students and 
staff and the sense of community. The fact that Gilead is a 
Christian environment attracted me because I knew I needed 
God. 

“When I started the programme l soon realised that my de- 
pression and alcoholism were going to defeat me. During 
a church service I asked for prayer. I knew I needed just one 
touch from the King. Jesus. After I was prayed for I felt the de- 
pression lift, and it has been a lot better since that day. 

‘That was nearly a year ago. I needed the organisation and 
structure of Gilead to sustain my recovery, and the relapse 
prevention part of the rehabilitation is helping me to get to the 
roots of my problems and deal with them. 

“Currently I am working on a great project in phase three of my 
programme. Gilead spends about £17.000 per year on water. 



Chris Rowlands 

and we re looking at ways to become self-sustaining with 
water. This work has real meaning and will have a 
positive effect on the ministry here for years to come. 

“Before I came to Gilead. I had lowered my aims for a long 
time, and lost confidence and hope. That is changing for the 
better. Being here has started to rebuild my confidence. It has 
shown me I can live without alcohol and I have hope for the fu- 
ture.” 
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Hampton Manor 

Four star 

Cornish Country “House HoteC 

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

You still need a break in these turbulent times 
and we are delighted to offer high quality food 
and accommodation at an affordable price. 
Two special value events not to be missed - 
Visiting Beautiful Gardens in May 17th - 22nd 
and our Walking Week in September 13th - 18th 
Please ask for a brochure, programme, etc. 
Phone 01579 370494 
e-mail hamptonmanor@supanet.com 
or visit our website at 
www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 


BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage near sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 
No Erick i, g 

Sorry, no children or pets. 
Parking available 

TEL: 01202 762532 


A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House Hotel 

CiHCiH Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 


CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 4 5 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email: info@cornishholidayhomes.net 
www.cornishholidayhomes.net 


Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

unini\ wolstenhomes. co. uk 


Holidays 
at Home 


NEW LUXURY 
SIX-BERTH CARAVAN 
on award-winning 5 Star Littlesea Holi- 
day Park in Weymouth. 

Owned by Christian family. 

Dates available throughout 2009. 
For brochure or info 
call 07811 343335 


Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 


Dartmouth 

DEVON 

Glorious views across 

River Dart from 

comfortable 

GF flat, sleeps four. 

All mod cons. 
Telephone 

020 7223 5473 


Directory 


Holidays abroad 


MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 

High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 

Tel 01934 862718 
booking8@menorcanvilla.info 


LOIRE VALLEY 

Well-equipped cottage in 
beautiful Montreuil-Bellay, near 
Saumur. Large garden and 
courtyard. Vineyards, kayaking, 
swimming, chateaux nearby. 
Sleeps 4-6. £250-£375 per week. 
Tel: 01494 729258 
nicholas.denton@tesco.net 




ear Romantic Rome 


Self catering in rural 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
Wonderful views, historic 
Tel: 07836 6 % 


Beautiful 
Costwold Village 

Burford area 

Small self-contained flat, 
£32 per night for 2 people. 

For further details 
or brochure, please call: 

01367 860312 


[Enjoy an 

([AFRICAN SAFARI! 
TWO WEEKS 

l£999 


...and help fund charity 
work in Uganda at the 
same time! Details: - 


www.sunrisesafaris.co.uk 


LYNTON DEVON 


A holiday made for you! 

Merton House Hotel is a special 
hotel catering for the elderly and 
people with disabilities. Situated 
in the historic market town of 
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. Mer- 
ton House has a beautiful location 
overlooking the River Wye with 
views from our gorgeous 

gardens across to the Black 
Mountains of Wales. 




ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensurte) Sleeps 6/8, near Car- 
voeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on Pes- 
tana Golf Resort Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 

Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



Insurance 


Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 


SUPERB ANNUAL multi trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

duration of up to 12 months 




For more information and de- 
tails please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 



A. 


diction 


c 


ounselling 


T 


raining 


s 


ctiool 


Gilead Foundations Addiction 
Counselling Training School at 

Risdon Farm. Jacobstowe, near 
Okehampton offers the following 
Diploma programme covering 
Restoration Ministry (1 1 courses) 

1 50 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 
At Gilead Foundations we use the 
Genesis Process Relapse Prevention 
programme with our clients. This 
training and the Genesis tools are 
used throughout the programme at 
Gilead: £318 We also have a corre- 
spondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams: £954 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Gilead Foundations is offering a limited number of scholarship 
places to suitable candidates who would like to study at ACTS. 
Don’t lose out. sign up NOW 
The details: 

• Training period: approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations. Ris- 
don Farm will be free. If you are eligible for housing benefit. 

Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be 
supplied in the community dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 3 
days practical at the rehabilitation centre). 1 day off. plus all 

trainees would be expected to be at the Gilead church on Sunday 

morning. 

• Codes of practice: Trainees must agree to abide by a code of 

practice (a copy is available on application). 

• Study materials: All study material will be paid for by Gilead 

Foundations 

If you, or someone you know would like more in- 
formation about ACTS or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240. 

Fax: 01837 851520. 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk.www.gilead.org.uk 


EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

08700 636734 

EWTNQ 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 
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Out of the mouths of fishes... 



The Tribute Money , from the Brancacci Chapel, c.1 426 (fresco) by Masaccio, Tommaso (1 401 -28) Santa Maria del Carmine, Florence, Italy / The Bndgeman Art Library 
Nationality / copyright status: Italian / out of copyright. 


The theme of money is front 
page news at the moment, 
writes Edward Carter, as he 

explores how Jesus’s temple 
tax was found in an unlikely 
place. 

T he effects of the ‘credit crunch’ 
are playing themselves out in the 
economy in a way that is having 
a direct impact on human lives. 
The theme of money is also sur- 
prisingly prominent in the New Testament. 

The Tribute Money , a fresco by Masac- 
cio in the Brancacci Chapel in Florence, 
illustrates beautifully one particular 
episode in Matthew’s gospel. 

It refers to Matthew 1 7: 24-27, a pas- 
sage which does not appear in the Sun- 
day lectionary, and is consequently often 
overlooked. These four verses combine an 
historical episode with an important piece 
of Christian moral teaching. They tell the 
story of Jesus telling Peter to pay the tem- 
ple tax with a coin he finds in the mouth of 
a fish. 

As followers of Jesus, how 
should we use our moneyV 

Masaccio’s fresco presents the whole 
passage in narrative form. Peter appears 
three times. In the central part of the pic- 
ture he is seen pointing with Jesus to- 
wards the sea, while gathered with the 
other disciples around his teacher. 

Liberties are taken with the biblical text 
here, but the impression is given of the 
centrality of Jesus and his teaching 
through the artistic device of placing his 
head at the focal point of the linear per- 
spective. 


When you glance at the fresco, your eye 
is drawn straight to Jesus. The direction in 
which he is pointing leads us to the sec- 
ond representation of Peter. Now he ap- 
pears at the edge of the sea, at the 
extreme left of the picture and further into 
the background. He has caught the fish 
that Jesus referred to, and is removing the 
coin from its mouth. As our eyes scan 
back across the fresco we are drawn to 
the third Peter, who is now handing the 
coin to the temple tax collector in the fore- 
ground, framed by the building. 

The meaning of this episode, and the 
teaching that Jesus gives, is disputed. 
Some argue that this is a religious matter, 
connecting to the breaking away of Chris- 
tianity from temple Judaism. Others recall 
that the temple hierarchy was linked 


closely to the Roman authorities and sug- 
gest that an interpretation to do with poli- 
tics and economics is needed. If this is so, 
the picture and the biblical passage can 
help us answer the question: “As follow- 
ers of Jesus, how should we use our 
money?” 

The far better known episode at 
Matthew 22.15-22, in which Jesus urges 
those who are listening to “ Render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s , and 
to God the things that are God’s, ” conveys 
the same message. Christians are called 
to be in the world, but somehow not of the 
world. The coin comes from the pocket of 
his inquisitors or from the fish’s mouth, so 
some distance from the money is implied, 
but it is nevertheless used for worldly pur- 
poses in each case. 


Masaccio painted his fresco at a time 
when a new tax was being proposed, 
based on the ability to pay. The picture had 
a propagandist purpose, much as Gordon 
Brown recently used a Good Samaritan 
reference to support his policies in the 
face of the credit crunch. 

As Christians we are inevitably caught 
up in this, and many would argue that it is 
right to work with others to foster stability, 
equity and peace. But the kingdom of 
heaven is something else altogether, even 
though it is intimately connected to the 
kingdoms of the earth through the sacra- 
mental mysteries. 

The Revd Edward Carter is Priest-in- 
Charge at St Peter's Didcot, and teaches 
Christian ethics at Ripon College Cud- 
desdon. 


May prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. (Acts 2: 24 NRSV) 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for. 

F ri 1 s Philip and James, apostles Oxford 
deanery: area dean Anthony Ellis, lay chair- 
man Peter Bridges, ecumenical representa- 
tive Steve Hellyer, industrial chaplain Peter 
Steddon, chaplains of the Oxford Deaf Church 
Ben Whitaker, Roger Williams, LLM Bruce Ar- 
mour. The people, wardens, PCCs and sup- 
port staff of the deanery. 

Sat 2: Athanasius, bishop, teacher of the 

faith Kidlington with Hampton Poyle: 

clergy Anthony Ellis, Hilary Campbell, Jim 
Turner, William Whyte; LLM Lesley Heffer. 
Sun 3: Easter 4 North Hinksey and 
Wytham: dergy Anthony Rustell, WRF 
Browning, Philip Budd, Rodney Hill. The staff 
and pupils of North Hinksey (VC) School. 
Mon 4: English saints and martyrs of the 

Reformation Era Oxford St Aldate: dergy 
Charlie Cleverly, Gordon Hickson, Simon Pon- 
sonby, Alan Ramsey; lay ministers Anita Clev- 
erly, Martyn Layzell, Oli Benyon, Rachel 
Smith. 

Tue 5s Oxford St Andrew: dergy An- 


drew Wingfield Digby, Shaun Atkins, Jonathan 
Mobey, Will Pearson-Gee; LLMs David Ben- 
dor-Samuel, Paul Clifford, Donald Hay, David 
Wright ; lay ministers Carrie Heyward, Andy 
McConville. The staff and pupils of Oxford 
Frideswide (VA) School. 

Wed 6: Oxford St Barnabas and St 
Paul: clergy Jonathan Beswick, Dennis 
Mason, Miles Maylor; LLM Maggie Ellis. The 
staff and pupils of Oxford St Barnabas (VA) 
School. 

Thu 7: Oxford St Ebbe with Holy Trinity 
and St Peter le Bailey: clergy Vaughan 
Roberts, Peter Wilkinson, Phillip Jack. 

Frl 8 : Julian of Norwich, spiritual writer 
Oxford St Frideswide with Binsey: clergy 
Russell Dewhurst. Oxford St Mary Mag- 
dalen: clergy Peter Groves. 

Sat 9: Oxford St Giles and St Philip 
and St James with St Margaret: clergy An- 
drew Bunch, Steffen Weishaupt; LLM David 
Longrigg, Paula Clifford. The staff and pupils 
of Oxford SS Philip & James (VA) School. 
Sun 10: Easter 5 Oxford St Mary the 
Virgin with St Cross with St Peter in the 
East: clergy Brian Mountford, Craig D’Alton, 
Hugh Phillipson, Charlotte Bannister-Parker, 
Jonathan Herapath. The work of Christian Aid. 

Mon 11: Oxford St Matthew: clergy 
Steve Hellyer, Mike Rayner, Jane Sherwood, 
Tim Bradshaw, Jon Williams; LLMs Jane 
Usher, Alan Wallis; licensed youth minister 
Yvonne Morris. The staff and pupils of Oxford 


St Ebbe’s (VA) School. 

Tue 12: Oxford St Michael and St Mar- 
tin and All Saints: clergy Hugh Lee, Gregory 
Platten. Oxford St Thomas the Martyr: 

clergy John Hunwicke, Jonathan Baker. 

Wed 1 3: South Hinksey with New 

Hinksey: clergy James Wilkinson, Balwant 
Singh. The staff and pupils of Oxford New 
Hinksey (VC) School. 

Thu 14: Matthias, apostle Summertown 
St Michael and All Angels: clergy Jan Rush- 
ton, William Pryor. 

Frl 15: Wolvercote: clergy Mark Butch- 
ers, Joanna Coney, Viv Bridges; LLM Tony 
Lemon; children’s worker Anne Barker. 

Sat 16: Caroline Chisholm, social re- 
former Mursley deanery: area dean John 
Waller, associate Laurence Meering, lay chair- 
man Bobbie Ward; ecumenical representative 
Siv Tunnicliffe. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Sun 17: Easter 6 Cheddington with 
Mentmore: clergy Robert Wright. Wing with 
Grove: clergy Derek Witchell, Siv Tunnicliffe. 
Mon 18: Ivinghoe with Pitstone and 
Slapton and Marsworth: clergy Tracey 
Doyle. The staff and pupils of Marsworth (VA) 
School. 

Tue 19: Dunstan, archbishop, restorer of 
monastic life Newton Longville and Mursley 

with Swanboume and Little Horwood: 

clergy Laurence Meering, John Saunders, 


Jackie Brown. The staff and pupils of Newton 
Longville (VC) School, Mursley (VC) School 
and Swanboume (VA) School. 

Wed 20: Stewkley with Soulbury and 
Drayton Parslow: clergy Michelle Morton, 
Peter Lymbery. The staff and pupils of Stewk- 
ley St Michael’s (VC) School. 

Thu 21 : Ascension Day The Brickhills 
(Bow Brickhill, Great Brickhill, Little Brick- 
hill and Stoke Hammond): clergy John 
Waller; LLM Jeremy Hopkinson. The staff and 
pupils of Bow Brickhill (VA) School and of 
High Ash (VC) School. 

Fri 22: Wingrave with Rowsham, 

Aston Abbotts and Cublington: clergy 
Derek Witchell, Siv Tunnicliffe. The staff and 
pupils of Wingrave (VC) School. 

Sat 23: Vale of White Horse deanery: 

area dean Richard Hancock, lay chairman Jeff 
Greenhalgh, youth worker Simon Faulks. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of 
the deanery. 

Sun 24 z Easter 7 Cherbury with Gain- 
field (Buckland, Littleworth, Pusey, Char- 
ney Bassett, Hinton Waldrist, Longworth, 
Lyford): clergy Sally Welch, Joy Hance; LLM 
Meg Terry. 

Mon 25: The Venerable Bede, historian 

Faringdon with Little Coxwell: clergy 
Charles Draper; LLM Graham Scott-Brown; 

youth worker Simon Faulks. Great Coxwell 
with Buscot, Coleshill and Eaton Hastings: 
dergy John Noddings. 


Tue 26: John Calvin, reformer Shriven- 
ham and Ashbury (including Watchfield, 
Bourton, Compton Beauchamp, Longcot 
with Femham): clergy Richard Hancock, 
Edwin Clements, Anne Bell. The staff and 
pupils of Shrivenham (VC) School, Ashbury 
(VA) School and Longcot & Femham (VC) 
School. 

Wed 27: Stanford in the Vale with 
Goosey and Hatford: clergy Barbara Webb, 
Charles Patterson; LLMs Angela Gosden, Jill 
Smith, Peter Stallabrass. The staff and pupils 
of Stanford in the Vale (VC) School. 

Thu 28: Uffington, Shellingford, Wool- 
stone and Baulking: dergy Rosanna Martin, 
Jim Payne; LLM Sue Saunders. The staff and 
pupils of Uffington (VC) School and Shelling- 
ford (VA) School. 

Fri 29: Christ Church Cathedral: dean 
Christopher Lewis, residentiary canons Mari- 
lyn Parry, Julian Hubbard, Edmund Newell, 
Marilyn McCord Adams, George Pattison, 
Sarah Foot, Nigel Biggar. The support staff of 
the cathedral. 

Sat 30: Josephine Butler, social reformer 
Archdeacons: Julian Hubbard, Norman Rus- 
sell, Karen Gorham. The archdeacons’ sup- 
port staff. 

Sun 31: Pentecost Bishop of the Dio- 
cese: John Pritchard. Area Bishops: Colin 
Fletcher, Stephen Cottrell, Alan Wilson. The 
bishops’ support staff. 
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As he prepared for a 
performance of Handel’s 
Messiah, broadcaster and 
conductor Brian Kay talked 

to Sarah Meyrick about his 
life, career and love of church 
music. 


rian Kay is showing me round 
the ancient parish church of 
Fulbrook. It feels warm and 
well used, something he at- 
tributes to a recent scheme to 
remove half the pews and build a kitchen 
and loos. There’s no village hall, so the 
church is used for everything from keep fit 
to parish council meetings. ‘It’s the social 
and spiritual hub of the village,’ he says. 

Brian - who lives next door - is the or- 
ganist, although his work commitments 
make it hard to be there every Sunday. 
When we meet, he is preparing for a per- 
formance of Handel’s Messiah by the Bur- 
ford Singers. The benefice used the work 
as the basis for its Lent lectures with Brian 
speaking from a musician’s point of view. 

‘The danger is that it can be either a mu- 
sical experience or a great spiritual experi- 

'There s no such thing as 
\ 'just another Messiah ’ 


ence,’ he says. ‘I did a workshop recently 
and someone said to me, “I never thought 
about the words.” I don’t know how peo- 
ple can go through it like that - the words 
are so important. 

‘Handel was very much his own man: he 
knew he was always right. Before the coro- 
nation of King George II, the king sent the 
bishops round to discuss the anthems. 
Handel said, “I know my Bible very well 
and I shall choose for myself.’” 

The text for the Messiah was chosen by 



Fairtrade 
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Clothing Gifts Food Homewares 






The Basement 
St Michael at the North Gate, 
Cornmarket Street, Oxford 

Open Monday to Saturday I Oam - 5pm 

Tel: 01 865 722505 






Charles Jennens, a librettist Handel had 
worked with before. ‘Handel said “It’s per- 
fect”, and shut himself away for three 
weeks to write it. He worked with astonish- 
ing speed and got it absolutely dead right.’ 
The Messiah tends to be performed at 
Christmas, but the well known Christmas 
choruses and arias form only the prologue 
to the main events: the crucifixion and the 
resurrection. 

Why does Brian think it is so enduringly 
popular? ‘It’s a masterpiece: wonderful 
words and wonderful music, and that’s 
enough for me,’ he says. ‘Even 200 years 
ago it was pulling in the crowds. I’d like to 
think it is because he tells the story so won- 
derfully. It reminds people of the events 
that changed and saved lives across the 
whole of history. 


‘I’ve conducted it more than 30 times 
and every time I see something new. 
There’s no such thing as “just another Mes- 
siah ”. It’s always a life-enhancing experi- 
ence.” 

Brian’s love of church music was fos- 
tered at Cambridge. He’d been brought 
up a Yorkshire Methodist and a teacher 
suggested he try for a choral scholarship 
at King’s College. 

‘Singing at King’s for three years was ab- 
solutely wonderful. Director David Will- 
cocks was in his prime, and a huge and 
wonderful influence. My colleagues were 
Andrew Davis, John Eliot Gardiner, and 
John Rutter was round the corner at Clare. 
They were heady days. Singing in King’s 
every day taught me more than anything 
else to think about the words and mean- 
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ing. It was such a privilege.’ 

Brian was confirmed as an Anglican dur- 
ing his first year, though he still enjoys 
Methodist services, and admits that the 
Fulbrook congregation sing more Charles 
Wesley hymns than most. ‘I love the for- 
mality and language of the Anglican 
Church. I despair of modern translations. 
The Authorised Version could never be 
improved on. And though you get used to 
the modern version, you feel you are on 
home ground with the Book of Common 
Prayer.’ 

After Cambridge he spent a year in Ox- 
ford, studying for a Diploma in Education, 
where he managed to sing Evensong in 
both Christ Church and New College by 
sprinting up the High Street between serv- 
ices. Then came five years as a lay clerk at 
Westminster Abbey; and of course the 
King’s Singers, of which he was a founder 
member. 

7 couldn't make music 
without words. It would be 
an empty experience. ’ 


Fifteen years and 2,000 concerts later, 
he found his way into broadcasting with 
the BBC. His many series include ‘ Brian 
Kay’s Sunday Morning and ‘ Brian Kay’s 
Light Programme on Radio Three; ‘ Friday 
Night is Music Night’ on Radio Two; ‘Com- 
paring Notes’ on Radio Four; and ‘ Classics 
with Kay’ on the World Service. He has 
twice won Sony Awards. Somehow he also 
found the time to conduct well known 
choirs such as the Huddersfield Choral So- 
ciety and the Really Big Chorus. Church 
music remains close to his heart: he is a 
Vice President of the Royal School of 
Church Music. But there’s no trace of con- 
tempt in this familiarity. ‘If I’m playing 
hymns on the organ, I can't accompany 
unless I sing every word. When I’m con- 
ducting, I mouth every word. I couldn’t 
make music, without words. It would be 
an empty experience,’ he added. 



Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 

By appointment only 







